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for ibem, ſince all, who call themſelves 


Jet of ibem; and the particular Author f. 
1 they more immediately refer 
to, will find them little move than \a frievidly 


_ the venerable Records of the Primitive Church \(Imituled, An 
Enquiry into the Conftitution, Diſcipline, Unity and 
Worſhip: of it) were many" years fnce made publitk (as I 
am now aſſured ) though my little ui the mo» 
dern buſineſs 8 the Profs "mate me a ranger to it, till ſome 
. confider able Time after the ſerond Edition came abroad: In 
bis Preface to them (aulaulatod, I preſim, for the firſt In- 
preſion) bo ſhews an humble ni dent of bit pouthful per- 
formance ; and defires another ſenſe might be given of hig fo- 
eral "Quotations, (if need en ) for" botter"\Informations 
of — and others : I confeſ F ſa ned enough of "that, 
at peruſal of bis" Book; and not litt wonder, 
that no af En Hand had Ane that Kindneſs fur bim ng 
8 As to my own part, I bad never walked in the un- 
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ples pleaſant . paths 7 % Controverſie to that Day; ai; , beſide 5. 
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in them; but ſeerme 


anſwered, or was 


of our united ann, 
declared an earneſt ExpeBtation of it , and the Holy Chur 
of England in Particular, has reproach'd the. Silence F ber 
Children in an Argument that ſo ruck at hier Foun+ 
dation; filial Obedience (1 may ſay) to ub 4 Parent 
moved me to uſe the beſt. Endeavours 2 , Fo vindicate 
ber truly Apoſtolical — 5s and to plead the Cauſe 
Ity , as well as bers; for that both are 
one, in this caſe, the i Reader will eafily obſarve , 
when be ſees the. palpable Miſtakes correfted, and the unfair 
Repreſent ations of the venerable Fathers of the busch (ſo a- 
vious in almoſt every Page of thoſe plauſible ColleBions) re- 
for 'd to their genuine ſenſe again. 
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udicious in 


if defetiive in apprehenging the true Senſe , or ing 
the Inferences from. them, 7 heartily ſubmit (in my Turn) 10 
the charity of better Information. For as I. urite with 4 
conſcientious Regard to undeceive ſame, ſo I am infinitely more 
concerned not to be. deceived my. ſelf z and 1 wiſh no greater 
Freedom, from Prejudice or Party, in amy who. read or cen- 
Jax oy Papers ," than I am conſrious of in the compoſing 


large and. extenſive 
Nature this unhappy Subject is, and that the: controver fial 
Books about it are ſadly numerous, and full of different, Schemes 
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1 Obſervation of the word Church ( rarely uſed for 4 bold of 
Churches ) ſhewn to be neither material nor 77 

divides Church Members and Miniſters arigbt; bur in the 4 — 

them, he vaſtly differs from the Ancients, 2 I — 


Offices he a 


His Miſupprehenſion of the different Powers conferr'd by the 


the ſeveral Elgers iT, ordain'd, a main ground fir. his 4 
eaſy to be rettiſy Some Obſervariens of his own, 5 
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18. 

Ps Aud thereby defeats that Catholick Teft of Diſftinfion between Trath and 


ug; > vig. the dpoſtolical Biſhop in every mus Church of " 


Chrift ber 3 
Fo arfu uſe he makes of * OY th one BT 5 * 


- 
4 G 


The CONTENTS. 


989893 


HA b. U. 5 5 


Primitive Dideeſs call'd a Church (in gbe 1 Number) is no 
Proof of the Congregational Form of it; 'twas apparently Jo in 

er Ages, when a Plurality of Congregations was notorious : * 

Churches ( in the Plural) were often attributed to a ſingle Dioce 

the Ancients, the" the Enquirer overiook'd it, 


His popular Argument from a Primitive Dioceſe, and a modern Engliſh | 


Pariſh called by the common name of apple, confider'd at lege, , 
and refuted, 
The Congregational Notion inconfitent with the Numbers of LOT 


Jeruſalem, ubich Chiirch 1 4 the Original Mat, 
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—— Euſebius, and Opt eatus's Tiſfimenies is this caſe,” 5 31. 

ps wh s Church in N . a pregnant Nn againſt the 


Enquiry | N . 4 | 
Juſtin — miſtepreſented in the Enquiry, bY 
s true meaning clear d, ; | p35 
bs like of ſeversl. Paſſages in 87. Ignatius, 
4 Primitzve Biſhop could aſſign diſtinct Placer, and Provigters to Hun, 
in them within 2 Enquirer, p. 38. 
Se. 5 tius's Hao in} v3 a and his Mie Hua are ſeve- 
ly atcounted for, | P. 49, cc. 
Au A bis he" Macy 's Dieſe, p. 47 


The Enquirer's Mi Male about St. 2008 Dioceſs communicating e 
bim all at once,. 


48. 
And that all receiv d at the Biſhops Hands only in Tertullian's e þ 50. 


And that the Biſhop alone baptiz'd all, 5. 


And that he alone took a perſonal care ' for all in ant or aiftreſe 5 52. 


. that theſe common Phraſes , before the Church, in Preſence/ of 


the on; and the . imply'd the preſence of every VN 5 
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all preſent, 


A Miſtake again, about the _— of Smyrna's ee of 


All his Diaceſe, p. 60. 
And of the Dioceſe of but one Church in it, p. 62. 
The great abſurdity of a the vo of Antioch to have but one Con- 
4 ation in it, p. 63. 
meli of the See of Rome, | | "Oe P. 67. 
And of the See of Carthage, p. 71. 
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Primitive manner of placing a . in 4 un See, 1 
ted in the Enquiry ; ' Original Righs net aiv from ewe 
culay Practice in that matter, 

Holy Scripture places the intire power of Ordination in the Perſons of the 

Governors of the Church , p. 90. 
The Apoſtles uſed that » accordingly (ibid. ) and 4 did theſe fecon- 

dary Apoſtles St. Paul and St. Bar P. 91. 
The true Conftruftion of Acts 14. 243. c wean nothing 1 Pp. 92. 
The like Authority was perſenaliy inveſted in Timothy and Titus, 

Thoſe Texts, 1 Tim. 3. 2, 10. and Tit, 1. 16, That 2 oped <p 

. cons muſt be firſt . tound blameleſs, ; ty ao fn 


lection in them; St. x abut it ſbew caning 0 be 
otherwiſe , nor does the nature of rhe Og. ne 227 Miniſiry 
agree with it, or the s —_— —_—_ in caſe p. 32 


Primitive Antiquity ſhews the like pratice after Times, p. 103. 
— >» Anke 1 1 der mip, the 
Synod choſe the Perſon, and all the People's part 10 i was to give 


their Teſtimony of . e and Converſation, p. 105. 
85. Cyprian's account of the African — Practice in that caſe, proves. 
the contrary to what the Enquiry quotes it for, p. 106. 
And that chiefly by the miſconſtructian of the Word Suffrage, in making 
it equal to a judicial or authoritative AF, p- 207, 
St. Cyprian's Notion of the Ward Suffrage thar'd at large, 408] 


St. - emens's Phraſe Zulu nι e $ *Enxandias mdons directly anſwers 

"_ te it, and neither one nor the other imply any power or authority in 

em, 111. 

The example Alexander's prometion to the See ef Jeruſalem, and 
that of —— to the See of Rome, wrg'd by the Enquirer for 


of popular Elections, and both of them fhewn wean 


rent nature, 112. 
The other teu Cornalies and 84. Cypiian hve only che Ma of 
_ the Ward —— 

Some Provinces ma liged themſelves to join the People's Doi 4. 


tion to the 2 in Ordinations, and there it became a 
Duty for the time, A was — + becauſe prudential only, and 

obliged no farther (as the Enquirer owns) than amongſt themſelves, 115. 
To oraain in preſence and cognizance of the People, far better knowled re 
of the Candidates, was wiſe in the Ancients, and is continu'd — ” 
| ure 


| 115 ner T other countenance. a Popular Eloction of Paſtors in 
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the Presbyter given one In that „ and. 
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128. 2 


That a Pres ter had net ax Right in his Orders to perform the 


. * whole © B he judgment of Antiquity, 
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Biſhop, en 
Ther. Jene of their ſpec 4 i fix or ren Inflances of it, all 
importing the Collation of # different Order by it, (ib.) to” 134. 
Laid further, the Presbyter ſo advanced could perform ſuc 
"oY then, | as he could not do before: what Tert 's Meaning i: 


7 of approv'd Elders preſiding, and Firmilian's of his Majores Natu; 
Het 


: er one nor Plotber refer to the prefidency of the Presbyters with. 
* their Biſhops in the private Confibaries 3 „ 45 42 with them. in 
the executive part of the —— Court, from 134. #0 140. 
Much leſs do. Firmilian's Words 'imply 4 f 71-1 of Ordination in the 
Preslyters, which they are quoted for, the b. nor * that Text, 1 
„ ge 4. 14. With che laying on of the 2 


What Rogatianus and Numidicus did. by St. Cyprian/s Order 20 Par 
4 power of Excommunication in bis Presbyters, 2591 144. 

Much leſs do the Quotations from his Letters to the Presbyters. and Dea- 

cons prove they could do all their Biſhop could do, 1344. 


| Nor dees the Letter of the Roman Presbyters fo thoſe at Comes A 


ply any ſuch thing, | 
To prove that Presbyters could Conficm , the, de, makes that 40 


. Office a meer part or appendix of Baptiſm , and the very Same with 
Abſolution of Penitents. The Inwalidity of his proof for it, and the 
 Inconſiſtency of the thing itſelf, and the true nature of Primitive Con- 
— explain'd, and PRES to the dp p alone, 2 Sc. 

e Enquirer's ſecond general Reaſon for Equality of Order, Iden- 

tity of Title or — hwy = A x and a Reaſon 

| A why clerical Titles were ſo indifftrently uſed all the Apoſiles 
: ſis and the hips of bude ſo * approgriared after- 
Ward,, 52 ns. 
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His on for it = the Hmodical Epiſtle of the Council at 
confider” ibid. 
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aſt reſerve 5 t 
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F the Unity of the Church : The Enquirer's four kinds of it, is 4 
ate Notion of his ewn. The Obſervation of mere Ceremo- 
nies, and. Non-eſſentials, is of more eee to the Unity of the 
Church Univerſal, than be al s of, 244, 
The Impoſers of Rites and Ceremonies ces cenſur'd by him, 247. 
As alſo the Impoſers of Non-eſſentials, 248, and 267, oc. 
His poſitive Definition of the Church Univerſal, without the Unity of 
the Epiſcopacy imply'd in it, is defective, | 250, 
His unfair Conſtruction of St. Cyprian's words upon that Head, 251. 
The Difference between him and the Primitive Church in this mattey 
ftated, ibid. zo 255, 
His ng of Feliciſlimus & Novatian confute his own Notion, ibid. 
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and Primitive Days there were more Biſbops than one 
m A Church, at ff ff jp ſhows difficult to reſobve ; that the 
Holy Striptures, and ä Romanus mention many in one 
Church, (lays he) is certain; and, on the other hand," it is 
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e OY poi that there was and fy 70 be but 


5 e Wg I, F 5. ; 
FOE ap One: 


lone would ſatisfy a ſober Chriſtian; that ſuch a difference 


12g. gg ger Forge Fase 38290 


28 
# « 


* * 


TOTO OT ww 


WT. 9 W XY . TEST. SY-SOOW-- OE IWF 


FOE GI: 


they Priminive eh Ae: 175 
o. Theſe Contradiftions and ſeeming Difficulties (us he 
C 


quify in hopes he had ſome extra- 
ry Erze W. Give den i peach nd Wiſe 


rent way from others: For, ©, 90.07; 


Tn z ſecond Reaſon 1 obſerve from him for reconcil- 
ing at nec , becauſe he Thews' us a more plain, na- 
tural, and truly primitive Way khan that, in one fingle 

of his s Book before us. You may” find 1e in hi 
1 of this Enquiry; where His Aſſer- 
_—_ * who expreſs'! 4 Church-Officert by 
the” di Biſhops and  Prigbyters, wr, 
9 the of the ſodond 
ben hence I Cn Leave to ol Mk bigs 

Firſt, That as oſten as we e ch the word Biſhop 

— 


in the Hel woe cannot, 3 
5 determine which of the two, 
the more of the Ages immediate l. 
lowing, we muſt neceſſarily underſtand by it; the 
Context, or ſome peculiar Circumſtance nr does 
more clearly. explain it to us. And, OE IS. 
_ + Secondly, That the fame Latitude of SigniGeaainh wal | 
for the ſame Reaſon be allow'd: to Clemens Romanus's Bi- 


ſhops and Presbyters too, becauſe that holy Biſhop “ ſuf · 


fer; d om before [pnatius's Epiſtles were written; 
wherein the different and determinate Senſe of thoſe words 
(as our learned-Enquireraffirms) were firſt eſtabliſhed-in | 
the Church. And therefore, 
| — "Tis but Juſtice to Tertullian | in his Quo- 
tation, and him and all the Fathers after him to 
mean by their Biſhops ſach as the whole Church did then 
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calls the Mother-Dioccle of Feruſalem no otherwiſe- than 
ſo, in the ſame Century, and about the ſame Time. In 
2 Ages you'll find the I of the Church holds | 
the ſame ſtill; for the Council of Carthage under Theodo- 
ſous and Honorius, in the fiſth Century, calls the extenſive 
Dioceſe of S. Auguſtin, *;the Church of Hippo only, in the 
Singular . And (to come nearer home, and be 
ſhort in ſo clear a Point as this is, which I have ſpoken 
to in the former Chapter) the Venerable ＋ Bede in his 
Church · Hiſtory of our native Country, ordinarily calls 
both larger or © left Dioceſes in the Land (whether of 
Canterbury, York, Rocheſter, or the like) by this Primitive 
Name of the Gogle Church of each of thoſe Places; * 
that there were more than barely one — 1. — 
lievers in each or any of theſe —— — $4 
1 believe will not be made a Queſtion: And therefore 
what Argument can be grounded on this remarkable Ob- 
ſeryation, I conieſs I dont ſer. Vet after all, the Obſer- 
vation is not juſt, or true; for || Euſehius names the Church 
of Alexandria, Gaza, Emeſa, &c. in the Plural Number, 


and their Biſh Singular... the, Quotynons 
in the Margin] REI AP 


ular one, but of no more Force | or 721 
Ne in it, is 1 hich follows ;. drawn from the Sound 
alone, and not the Senſe, of a ſingle Word. 5 The, An- 
cients. ( ſays. he) frequently denominated their Biſhops Cure by 
the Greek word Dapenla. The modern En wlifh uſe that 
word now to expreſs a Pariſh b —— very near 
in Sound indeed to one another.) And hence he concludes 
it very probable, . at leaſt, that a Biſhops Cure then, and 
an — Pariſh. yy; were both the {: FIG ; — 
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| Of Alexand, See Euſeb. J. 5, c. 9. Of Emeſa' and Gaza, Ses Eu- 
ſeb. J. 8. c. 13. 
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be too abſurd ſo much as to i ine ſuch a thing; and 
therefore to ſuggeſt the — — nity of the —— by 
way of Argument in the Caſe, is (TY to e 
where we undertake to inſtrutt. 

Tux trueſt Method I know, to earn the Idiom or 
Propriety of a Primitive Eccleſiaſtical word, is by one or 
all of theſe three Ways. Either, | 

Firft, By the Senſe it bears. in the Holy Scriprures, if 
we find it there. Or, 

Seconaſy, By the continued Us of it in 'the Chriſtian 
Church for ſome time afterwards. Or, 

Thirdly, By the common Signification of it in the Ori- 
ginal Lan 13 And by theſe 
three Teſts I ſhall ay af preſent hat the word f- 
anciently — 4 | | 

ILV Holy Scripture I ſind it uſed by S. Luke, to.dengte 
a temporary Reſidence of a 3 in à Place remade 
from home. For in the ion of Cleopas to our 
ſed Lord after his Reſurrection, I Art thou only a Stranger 
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as the immediate Theme from whence. it comes; 2 
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„Tux inquiſttive"Shicc „in his firſt Obſervation on 
che word Tlapukw,) renders it by the Latin, [ Auvena, ot 
Peregrinus ſum] chat is, (as the inſpir' d Penmen, Tihew'd | 
pou before, always uſe it in the Holy Scriptures) 7 am 4 
| Stranger of Foreigner in amy Place. But this is not all; he 
adds 1 rhat this very word is put in direct Op- 

5 ion to aalen, which, according to ancient Gloſſes; 
_=_ he) ſignifies ro dwell,” or have an Habitation" in any 
Place: And is this any thi 2 . 
ppoſition to our learned 's peremptory Interpre- 
a And what this judicious Gloſlty does thus 
he makes . 
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Place. this I take to be the ſole otive indeed, — 
inducid bur learned Author to make this poſitive Conſtruc- 
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muſt needs confeſs; eme ee sen 68 be Holte 
and Legions, than any ſuch thing as mere Parochial Aſ- 


bemblies. His Words are hardly to be render'd in our 


own Tongue; for the greatef Number of throng'd and 
trowded Societies of them are an imperſtet Tranſlation of his 
Original, (as you may ſee it in the Margin) and his Com- 
pariſon for them is this,' that bey were like beubed Ga 
4 Barn-Flooy. It i is ſtrange, if fo exact an Author 
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former, then "was ſomething leſs 7 conſequent 
e D Fran, Far: 0 Ear in Eee Al 
of the c n Peoples, to whom a 1s im- 
puted in the fame Sale c (which, I preſume, is not inten- 
ed neither.) But if the Terms be allow'd to be equivalent, 
the Caſe is * the holy 125 N confine with 
kitnſelf and d in no other n 
Tazst few Inſtances, FG. gfe ſhew, that to 
take the Word a er i. in LE Foe of blen Teſtimo- 
ny, Good - liking, 8 or the like, in the Works 
of &. . Cyprian, is an authentick and warrantable Interpreta- . 
tion of it, as being directly ſuitable to his owri manifeſt 
and familiar Notion of ES Word and therefore I leave 
the Reader to judge, whether the Enquirer's. promiſcuous 
Joining of it with the Word Juerdcnt in the 2 p- 
tation now before us, (as if they were S nonymous Terms) 
and Laying the whole Streſs of the Quotation upon it, 
ben dhe holy Father himſelf had cautiouſly 5 | | 
them in both Places, where Occaſion was offer d Him to 
do ſo, does not ſeem (at 2 a 5 Apprehenſion 
of that great Author ; eans ſtrains 
the who 8 to plove a 1 ag when, 
by what has been offer'd, we may. 8 
ſuch Eaidener to be found in ener Part of it 
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TAE other” Authority brought - tor prove; the ame; 
Thing; is a Paſſage in 8. Glement's. firſt -Epiltle to 'the 
rintbians, where our learned Author obſeryes; f That dr; 
poſtles and Apdſtolick Preachers ordain's Biſbofs and Deacons, 
with Ys nl H . the qphole Church; chat is, by their Votes 
given for the Candidate to be ordain d in the Manner of 2 
regular Election; for ſo the Subject he applies it. to, obli- 
to underſtand it. Now this Evidence ſo far agrees 
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with the former, that. the whole Force of it lies in the 
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5 This is my belove leaſed. 
Paul uſes it for taking Pleaſure in In 


| fir mities, in Reproaches, 
in Neceſſities z and for the Hicked's being pleas'd in Unrigh- 
zeouſneſs [2 Theſ. ii. 12.]And other Places in Holy Wrig 
might be produced to the fame Purpoſe, which the learn- 
ed ** Commentators expound by rejoycing, reſting highly Ja- 
Fights aud acquieſcing in them. And how can the Du 
of Election be. grounded-on ſuch a Term as this? S. 
Luke expreſſes Sau!'s Conſent to the Death of S. Stephen, 
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| home again. This is the firſt Example of the People's 


chooſing a Biſhop for themſelves. I ſhall joyn the ſecond 


to it, becauſe of the Reſemblance they have to one ano- 
ther: Tis that of * Fabianus's Promotion to the Biſhop- 
rick of Rome. This looks a little fairer to the Purpoſe 
indeed; for the People were met in Conſultation about 
- nominating a Perſon whom they liked: And whilſt they 
were thus ther, a Dove miraculouſly lights upon Fa- 
bianus's Head, in the ſame manner as the Holy Ghoſt for- 


ls hh 4 
* q * 
= 


. — ; we! 1 n 
212 x _ | 1 ” Bo 
the Primitive Church; &c. 113 © 


merly deſcended on our bleſſed" Saviour; at which Divine 


Viſion, in ſo miraculous a manner, the People ( as it were 


by Inſpiration, for ſo the Hiſtorian's expreſs Words are ) 


cry out with one Heart and one Mind, that Fabianus 


was worthy of the Biſhoprick ; and ſtraightway they 


haſtily ſet him on the Throne. 


Tuxs E are the two leading Inftances or Examples of 


a Popular Election in the Primitive Church; and to ſpeak. 
my Thoughts freely of them, they incline me much more 


to admire, than 7 750 To admire (I ſay) that ſo im- 


portant a „ and Privilege of all Grille Congrega- 


tions in the World, (as that of electing 


their own Biſhops 


ſurely would be) ſhould be ſupported in the very Foun- 


dation of it, by two ſuch ap car Examples as theſe. 
| Yr, becauſe S. Cyprian turniſhes me with a ſhort An- 

ſwer to all extraordinary Occaſions of this Nature, I ſhall 
leave it with the Reader, and hope it may excuſe a farther. 
Reply. 5 Ve muſt not wait for the Teſtimony of Men, ( ſays. 
that excellent Father) zwhere the Teſtimony of God is given 
in before. By this Maxim, that holy Mart bunſelk pra- 


ctis'd, when he ordain d the eminent Confeſlor Aurelius, a. 


Deacon of his Church, without the People's Character or 


Tefimony of him; which, J freely own, he ordinarily us d 


to inform himſelf by. And if the Conſtancy of Aurelizs, 
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$ Non expectanda ſunt, teſtimonia humana, cum 
ſuffragia, Cypr. Ep. 38. Edit. Oxon. 
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under bis orcas Trials and Perſegutiom, deſerv d the Name 


of God's T cltimony for for that was all in the. 
Sa) {arch the h heav No Voge d Vi Fl in each of the 
. foregoing nſtances, Chexh and Fabjanus too) 
may well be taken for no 55 . — — y the hy- 
man Sufft; 1 1 5 9 Clers ) in thoſe: Electi- 
ons, were but very ind ifferent P to N how 
far they might go. _ 
. THERE arc two Examples b 63 Fiſ, 
That of Cornelius, Ge Bree cceſſor of Fabianus at _— and 
laſtly, 8 of 8. Crorien himſelf at Carthage. But foras- 
dead d de le e F ben at ee 
on of x Frage] again, in an- 
of that holy Fonte too, which ye have ſeen alvea» 
can warrant no Conſequence from it, I conceive the 
Anſwer to them hoth * 8755 . Tis true indeed, 
Pontius che mn 9 
8. Cyp ian s. calc 
our uirer has 25 470 que it 1 7 24 
my oy 7 4 gy op 1 a 7 6 the wn 
the Peoples Part in it, $ heir pirizual Dejire do have 
him for their Bile? 75 qa their Fayour had In- 
Ek ſtrong enough in : bur. va of Authority in 
the Caſe. 
_ .. HavinGs conſider'd, then, both Authorities and Ex- | 
"| ines here offer d us, to 8 firſt Queſtion da Fw 
| Whether, the Primitive r which ſo commo 
dain'd in the Preſence E le, 8 
ſuch el:inz Power in them, or 7 io rf 
for others, any farther than te ens of Fact c Pat ater 
ſion, I hive 12a before them, {hall incline them to; tho' 
I confels, I think it clear, = _ diſpute, that the firſt 
| ard 9 to * the gelle s own'd 2 
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| od of Time. And fince we are 


tbeir Decrees were binding and obligatory to thoſe Particular 
83 only, whoſe 2 2 eſentatives they were. And as a 
23 of that, 
Order within their on Precincłs or Juriſdiction, which 

bad not the Stamp of Divine Inſtitution or Command up- 
on it, they had alſo Power to diſannul or repeal; and 


the Power of all Provinces in this Reſpect was the fame. 


Fon whence this plain Truth, I thi may 
be inferr'd, That whatſoever Province in the Catholi 
Church had never once oonſented to ſuch a Canon of Diſ⸗ 
cipline "amongſt themſelves, as this of Popular Election is 


or had they once decreed it, yet directiy or vertually had 


by their · own Canons or Conſtitutions Tepeal'd or diſan - 
null'd it again: The Chriſtian Laity within the Diſtrict or 
Juriſdiction of any ſuch could have no warranta- 
bie Right or Charter wharſoever, to claim ſuch an Eleſting 


"Power in any of the Ordinations there. For a Claim of 
Power, Right, or Privilege wirhin the Chriſtian Church, 
without a warrantable Grant from that Head or Fountain 
of Power (whether it be originally Divine, or purely Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, from whence alone it can proceed) approaches 


near to the very Definition of Uſurpation itſell. 
IN the mean Time, I freely own, that all which the 
Primitive Church declares to x their Reaſon for ordaining 
Biſhops in the Preſence and Cognizance of tlie People, 
Was not only warrantable, but Wiſe, and worthy of the 


Imitation of all ſucceedin ng Ag ges of the Church; for their 


Reaſons were manifeſtly theſe, That the Crimes of ill Men 
might be brought to Lale, 5 the Merits of good Men ofjenly 
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ſo far, that none 
but Provincial Synods were held within thoſe car Ages of. 
the Chureh; . a, e that 


rever they decreed for Diſeipline 


Fan, And dus fes RO there "could be litle 


A + > 


- ion 


een e engere rere eee n 


A 


I" 


dhe unde Chani, bc. 

Ob made the Conſtitutiom or Practice 2 
. and parti- 

— -againft the eftabliſh'd Church of. Alen, where: 


. Ordinations are enjoi ind to be celchrated in “0a publick 
Manner, and tlie 72 
ns they can; very. Confirmation of a Biſhop 


Citations are 14) pointed to be. iſued out, rocla- 
mations ſi Times to ſummon all Oppoſers before 


the Conſecration be allow d. And in this Senſe only its, 


that S. Cyprian ſo-Toleiialy ' declar'd'-the ancient Cuſtom, 
then in Uſe them 5 of 7 to. 4 vacant Sea 
for. ordaining a new: Biſhop there, 22 Divine Traditi 
| and Apoſtolical Obſervation z 2 1 ſe mightily inſiſt 
to prove an 0 P E 
lectionsz) for that he — Fran 
upon GOP's Inſtructitins to Aeſer only, for conſeeruting 
Eleazar before all ther Congregation, is manifeſtly clear 
from the whole Context of the Placez and the Apaltles 
themſtlyes, obherving thoſe very meV Divina i 
Words ate) that - 


unto Mg, e ip) thoſe very. e, te ee 


calls. it; allo, ApoftolitalQbſernation, Thus the direct Con- 
nexion of thoſe: — phs in 9 — A 
to underſtand his Words ** howy little: thoſe Difectio 
countenance a Popular Hlection, the EAample of the Fatt 
itſelf does ſufficiently teach us, as we ohſervd before; 
and indrod. S. Cyprian dies wp all with that very, Ap! 
1 it to — NO. his own-times, 
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Name 1 e and ſhow what ji'it. See d Ute for ordatning Des- 
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Büſfrd- with thoſs Cicdentias amd Tnifruftibes; which #52 
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fund d not to 40 in that extrnordimry Ordidatidn'by 

own. J ( at other times) but feſtrt d 
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Which the Senſe and Subſtance of the Sperch Welk can 9 
beſt feſblyc for us. 1 


N two Eee in i it afford 10 fall Light to 


_ In bates, Wh" Jour fallen fror his 
Apel N b8 Ft Worth 100 theſe: He Was tumber'd 


as fs; ** hid obtain d a Part bf 745; Miniſtry, {that is, | 


of the Apoftolick Miniftty, tlo d6ubt.) Was Jade bis 
number d then with All e d phetA as 


tiker wol * of that Apoftolick Functicn? bt with 8. 
Pater ofily 
de 1 ti ſpdke? Sureiy this latter Senſe done is the 
urtnoſt the Weil cle dit,” when He ys, be tots mam- 


— — ten Apoltles, in the midſt of 


bed with ut; aid conſtquently they were tis A poltolick 


Bternren brily, to whom He addrtf4 them. 


 Stcitadly, Ta che Direftiots be pives, from whence the 
choſen, ' fits Expreffion is this: 


your ſebves? or of ofds. equivalent to th thePer- 


ſom to be electecl were not onl to to be choſen from a- 
mong them; but themſelves to be the Electors allo. That 
FI the tiret Expreſſion for fecbmmending the . 
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on to the Brethren, and enjoining them to elect one from 
' among themſelves too: Whereas the other, Which 8. Pe- 


ter ules, is as plainly an Addreſs to ſome other Electors 


there preſent, to choole out of thoſe very Brethren, before 
them, pointing at them (as it were). by that natural Ex- 


preſſion; Out of theſe Perſons that haye accompany'd. with 


were the peculiar Perſons S. Peter addreſs d his Speech LAOS 
aud 1 1 it will not be diſputed then, but that thole 
Words, (at Ver. 23.) Aud they appointed two, did refer to 


them likewiſe, and to them only : So that the People had 
no Part ſo much as in the Nomination of the Perſons to 


be Ve ood as. Candidates for that Divine Election. 


Words o 
little contributed to the contrary Expoſition o 
Diſcourſe: But let it be conſider d, that the Particle Aud 
is not in the original Text, and own d by our, Tranſlators 


our Tranſlation [| Men and 2 has not a 


not to be ſo, by the — Letter it is printed in; and 


therefore the Holy Penman's Language denotes no more, 
than if S. Peter had ſaid, My Brethren only; and that the 
whole Congregation were ſo in a general Senſe, is not to be 


diſputed; but that the Apoſtles there preſent were in a 


ſingular and more eminent Senſe S. Peters Brethren, as 
united in the Apoſtolick College with him, can't be de- 


ny'd neither : And therefore, ſince the Subject of the Diſ- 


courſe n the Speech peculiarly to them, there is 
greater Reaſon that that Evidence. ſhould explain the Mea- 


ning of an indefinite Term in the Title, than that the e- 


quivocal Senſe alone, againſt the Tenor of the whole Diſ- 
courſe ſhould determine for us otherwiſe. And perhaps 
the Artes di, on which the contrary is n 
does rather add an Emphaſis in the Title, to denote. the 
Senſe we take it in; for I ſhould think it no exceptiona- 
ble Tranſlation of it, were it render'd thus: Je Men ihat are 


peculiarly my Brethren z which ſhews a kind of Emphatical 


Diſtinction 


We need" no more, 1 think, (tho' more Remarks 
might be made) to prove, that the Apoſtles there preſent 


am F the Title of S. Peter's Addreſs in theſe 
the whole 
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| to the learned 
Monder to me, (ſays he) bow ſome Men have. 


- holy Apoſtles aſſign d that 
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Diſtinction of ſome there t from all the reſt. Upon 
the whole » I think, we might very well ſubſcribe 
atius's Concluſion in this Caſe : * 3s a 
perſuaded them- 
ſelves, that Matthias was choſen by the. People to his Apoſte- - 
lick Charge ; for in S. Luke I find no Faotftep of it. 

As to the Caſe of the ſeven Deacons, they were left to 
che Enquiry, Choice, and Nomination of the Brethren, 
there is no doubt of it; but in what particular Reſpect, 
with what ſpecial Limitations, and how far it may be 
made a Precedent. for the People's -choofing their own 
Biſhops and Paſtors i — the Church, a Rr ſhort View * 
the Matter of Fact may. inform us. For, . 
Hirt, Whatever Offices in the Church the 
Impoſition of Hands might entitle thoſe Deacons to, th 
plain, their Referring — 9 — of them to the Bre- 
thren was upon that ſingle Score of finding out Perſons 
they could — with the Contributions of the Church, 
for the daily Miniſtrations, and for the ſerving of Tables; 
for that was the only x Thing i open 23 and the 

Men, &cc. who nr the Bye 
out whom we may. appoint. over # * 
Second, The Apoſtles key not the whole — to 
their arbitrary and unlimited Inclinations neither ; but, 2 
mongſt other Qualifications, enjoin them to chooſe out 
| Perſons full of Faith and of the holy. Ghoſt, not of Faith 

(ſurely ) the ordinary, inward, and-ſanitifying Graces 
of the Holy Ghoſt only, for thoſe were ſcarce diſcernible 
(with any Certainty at leaſt) by Men; but they were to 
chooſe Believers (as the Event alſo ſhew'd in the Perſons 
of S. Stephen and S. Philip, to be ſure.) who were endued 
with thoſe miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
our — e WY MAIS”: ſhould ello ſome that 
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mento ſibi quidam perſuaſerint, nam in Luca nullum ejus rei inyenio 
yeſtigium. Groz. de. Imp. *. pereſt, circa — Cap. X. $ . 
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we have ſeen amounts to no more 


chearful Approbation of the Candidates, which e 
vincial Biſhops ſhould think fit to ordainn. 

|, Secondly, He has aſſerted chat\Right of che People un- 
der ſuch general terms of a Primitive Practice, as to lead 
the Reader into an eaſy perſuaſion, that it muſt have been 
of Original Inſtitution, either from Chriſt or his Apoſtles: 


Wbereas the Holy Scriptures declare no ſuch Inſtitution, 
nor ſet forth amy 1 alvin Charter for it; but aſſure 


Elders 
wholly 


us us of the contrary that the full Power of 
in the Church, was a perſonal Charge en 


with the firſt Founders and Governors of the Apoſtolical - 
Churches, and conveyd down ſo e 3 


| any ſuch condition in it. 1 | 
' Thirdly, He has pronounc'd the Or „ or Goa, 
tuning a Biſhop, in a vacant See, to be urely invalid, 


e ſuch a; erin the Fd Election . and — not dex 
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. courage 
in force; and all tron gina ren than within 
their own Diſtricts or Juriſdictions, and repealable at 
Will, as havi Ts Fan al, be b e bet 
__ Fowrthly "To finiſh all, he has advanc'd' a 


ſingular and * -of Notion (as I humbly conceive) 


of two noted Eccleſiaſtical Terms in uſe amongſt us, 


Ordina- 


| within his/ Period: of 
Time) than their publick Teſtimony, Information,” or 


„ oe 8. 3D: exe. 5. He SERIE nſff{F.c co ccas 
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j Ordination-and. Inftalment,, making them * and 
convertible Terms, and offers it for «iro truth, that 
Ordaining and 2 of a Biſhop are one and the ſame 
thing, frankly the Word [| Ordinare _ _ g 
ancient Writings of the hers by d Exgi/b 


Inftalling ; ] Te, which. is er ſtill makes this — | 
wart _— — of Epiſcopal 
Hands. Now if aftical Records, 


either ancient or 
modern, could . I wih 
he had (at leaſt) pointed to them: And yet ſuppoſe it 

could be ſo, which I confels is un-i le to. me) 
yet, to S ok Rekng 6  Dren Than, 
whete Epiſcopal . of Hands, and Inſtalment of 


_- are ſo 1 ap different gives an 
Suſpicion of ſome ſecret * to r 

mo'k en, which was not to be ſpoken out. And fo, 
ent Ciſe in band dd 3 for if the 


Fury "my of Ordination by Tmpoſition of Epiſcopal hands, 
imprinted any other Character upon the Perſon ſo conſe- 
crated or ordain'd, than the meer Act of Iuſtalment does; 
(in the Engliſh Notion" and Practice of it) then theſe 
two "unfortunate Conſt es (as our learned Author 
thinks them) would enſue 0 it: Firſt, That the Pro- 
vincial Biſhops Part in ancient Ordinations was ſomething 
more than their bare Conſent and Approbation of the Peo- 
ples Election, which is the chief park he allows them in the 
Caſe. And, Serondly, that their Impoſition of Hands at this 
Inſtalling- Ordination might look like advancing of the 
Candidate to a new Order, which would "leſſen "the 
Peoples part too much in making Biſhops for themſelves, 
e the whole Scheme of bis next Chapter z 
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ently known how vaſtly different their Order and Aur hori- 
ty are, conſider d in themſelves. But to come cloſer to the 
Point: . 0 Ns AD | > -; 
_ *T'3s in the former Part of our learned Author's Defini- 
tion, that the Queſtion in Debate is' ſtated all at once, and 


ſhop; w 
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with great Aſſurance determin'd- by him too. A Presbyter 
(days he) is a Perſon in holy Orders, having thereby an inhe- 


rent Right to perform the whole Office of a Biſhop. Re 
Now, two Things, directly contrary to the declar'd 
Senſe, as well as Language, and Practice of the Primitive 


Church, are manifeſtly included in this fingle Propoſition. 

Firft, That the ſolemneſt Rites or holy Offices which 
the Primitive Church ever uſed for ting any Prefs 
byter into the Station of a Biſhop, nothing more to 
his former Character and Order, than a Right and Title 
only to exerciſe thoſe Powers (to the- full) which were 


inherent in him before. And, 4 
Secondly, That all the Clerical Offices which ay Bi- 
o, 


ſhop. of the Church could perform, a Presbyter 
vertue of his Orders alone, had a Right and Power in- 


veſted in him (by the Biſhops Leave only) to perform 


the fame. 


Le this great Controverſy betry'd then by che cler Evi | 


dence of Antiquity in theſe material Points; and if in both, 
or either of them, the Primitive Church be found no- 
toriouſly to declare a contrary Judgment in the Caſe, and 
their Practice as direct a Contradiction to them too, it 


muſt follow of courſe, that-a Presbyter in their Times, 
And in their Opinion of him, had not an inherent Right 
by his orders to perform the whole Office of a Biſhop, 


as this learned Author affirms. 


To begin with the firſt of theſe, the ſenſe and Judg- 


ment of Antiquity, concerning that holy Rite, or ſolemn 
Office of promoting a Presbyter to hs Soak of a Bi- 
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erein I obſerve, (after the Example, and by 
Encouragement from the || Enquirer himſelf) 1 
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all viſible * and yet ſo vaſtly different in the 
Intention of the Church, as our wer's ſingular Notion of 
it would make it to be; tho',T believe, he is the firſt who 
ever ven — 5 8 World; that 2 in the 
making of a „in our L no more 
than meer Hias (as I obſervid before) and now a- 
gain will have the of it to be a Presbyter's Inſti- 
zution and Inductian into a Cure; which to have d 
RR to 
his Cauſe. But, | 
Secondly, As the Name, ſo the Rite itſelf of Gn 
ting a Primitive Biſhop, deſerves to be conſider d; a ſin- 
le Biſhop, by the ancient Canons of the Church, and 
133 — beſides, ordain a Presbyter | 
| E Deacon: but to make a Biſbop, a"whole Province of 
Biſhops (our learned Enquirer knows) did moſt common- 
ly aſſemble, and with the like holy: Ceremony, by which 
all orders of the Church were conferr'd, that is, by Impo- 
ſition of Hands, and Prayers, did collate chat Power and Cha- 
racter upon him, which ever after, and never before Tas 
far as Fact and Words together can prove it] he was in- 
veſted in; and if the former be the giving of an Order 
by a * Hand, and this latter but a Licence (as it 
were) to uſe it; or as our learned Author chooſes to ex- 
preſs ĩt, hut a formal Inſtalment into an Epiſcopal Chair; 
chen the greater ſacred Solemnity, this united Application 
of an Apoſtolical Rite to it, and this joint Synodical In- 
ORR of the Holy Spirit for it, are all of them to ſo 
— 1 and indifferent a Purpoſe as is not to be pa- 
d. (we may ſafely ſay) in any other Miniſterial 


Solemnity in the whole Occonomy of the ien 
Church. 


Thirdly, By this Oregon; the promoted Presbyter be- 
came a member of a diftin&t Eccleſiaſtical College, from 
all other Officers or Miniſters in the Chureh, from-whence 
8. een ſo peculiarly calls the Biſhops his Collegues in 
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m, and the Provincial Ordinati- 


chem then. 5 | | 
Bur all this muſt be nothing; let Biſhops be never 


ſo ſacredly ordain'd for their particular Function, and go- 
vern every Order of Men in their Churches with an A- 
poſtolical Authority and Jurisdiction, as peculiar to them 
alone, as it was to the Apoſtles themſelves; their Order 
is no hit advanc'd. by it, (tho' ſuch fort of Qualificati- 
ons diftinguiſh Orders of Men in every Society beſides ) 
ſo long as the Presbyters alſo had a Right and Power to 
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Proof, I hope, when we confider, * that that holy 
authoriz'd the very Deacons, as well 4 "In iy rhed 
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he had done it himſelf; and I believe our learned 
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Praftice, for inferior Ecrlevalticks to-do thoſe Clerical _ 
Offices by his Biſhop's. Order and Leave, which his Cha- * 

exwiſe not allow. him to do. 

2 6 * orm of W Bey pm Church Di | 
ci which very much reſembles this; for an 1 
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| el Off by the Biſdp Lev 
that the Perſon ſo diſcharging 1 * a 3 
before, inherent in his on Orders; for 
"Government in the Church (at laſt) ad . Pod of | 
the Keys, in ſome ſignal Inſtanets of it, tight be prov'd 
A 8 in the Deacons Orders from this very Commiſſion 
of their Biſhop to them, and from what we have ſeen 
3 den enrrſted 10 do befor if her W of Reaſoning, | 
= — "ro: And yet on this Shea! e 1 
| our Enquirer has hitherto offer Fs Od ef 
| bis Presbyters Equal with the higheſt in the Church. 
- Hex ſtrengthens the two Authorities from S. Cyprian's 
Letters, with a Third “ from the Presbyters at Nome, 
to them at - Carthage; both thoſe Churches were defti- 
tute of a Biſhop at that time; Fubianus of Nome newly 
martyr'd in the Decim Perſecution, and S. Cyprian retir d 
upon the Account of it: The Carthaginian Prechyters, on 
this Occaſion, write to rheir Brethren at Rome; and 
thoſe at Nome in their Anſwer to them, write thus: MM” 
＋ Andi fince it is ineumbent on us, who ſeem to be Governors, 
and 10 keep the Flos inflead | of a Paſtor ; if ue ſhould be 
found ' negligent, - it ui ze ſaid to ut, as it was 10 thoſe 
careleſ: Governors the Shepherds of Wraet} — U us, 
Ezek. XXXiv. z, 4. bat "we look'd not after which 
was loſt, wwe did not torrect him that wander 1, (polar 
ß bim-that wal lum; but we did eut their Milt, and | 
were covered with their Wogl. 
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art meant, to tall 8 Cyprian. their Letter to him very 
ſoon after wards, * That thers ua a greater Neceſſity. lay 
non them, to put The ee of the Lehle bn be- 
 Ghiarch for. the - btcanſe they had n0 Biſhop among 
ens bs brad or al e, e, old wh 
ty and Cauncil tals 4 proper. m with them. 
4 e 
brit) in a Biſbep Which Was wanting in themſelves. 
And i juſt they Were indeed in the Work of che Quo- 
tation before us as to {ay no more of rhetfiſelves, than 
that they were /cemtngly the Geyernors of the Church, 
or, ac it were, Biſnops in it (as out. Enquirer Chboſes-to 
tranſlate it ) ry: phraſes for ſuch. Guardians of 
Fea. en Tos uſually have been 
(and in f 
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That of Exhortations'to the Flock, not to fall way; toads 
miniſter to the Wants of all; to- Burial to 
the Martyrs; and- (to ſpeak all freely, without Reſerve) 
5 _ material A. give to the Carthaginian Presby- 
Daley i= the piety ee cad thats, e 
Difficul 3 c is, | 
AS (after their Example) * o move the Lapſed to 
Repentance, if peradventure they might obtain their Abſolution 
from him, bo was able to give it; which muſt either be 
meant of God alone, ſince Abſolution of Apoſtates to Ido- 
latry had not yet been decreed in the Church, (as the 
excellent Biſhop Fell obſerves upon the Place) or at leaſt 
muſt ſignify their own Incapacity for it at Rome, for want 
of that Authority to do it, 1 own'd to 8. Cy» | 
prian d to the Biſh — yet foralmuch as te 
Catholick Church had ſo F agreed that her Peace 
. ing Hour, ſo far, by that 
£ Authority piſcopa Power they praàctis d 
t and 2 Sy ginian Presbyters to do: 
How far theſe three Authorities, then, 1 . 
ral what the particulars could not do, viz. that 
could do all which a Biſhop did, 1 muſt alſo 2 
| the Reader to conſider again. | 
Ox Particular I have poſtpon'd agel, beende the 
former and that fell in ſo much with one another; I ſhall 
no conſider it, to ſhew I pay regard to all this learned 
Author offers; $ the Presbyters (lays 2) - 7 
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were in this Pattern at Samaria conſe 
der „in our Holy s Senſe of the Thing, (who 
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Hands after it, as thoſe Primitive Fathers did: The Fa- 
thers rm 2 that the Holy Spirit was preſent, operated, | 
und effectuully ſanctiſy d both the Elemental N and 
the Perſon baptich in it, before this e- * 
upon him; and therefore 8. Cyprian — . 
red Perſon on Whem Hands bad not yet been 
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entruſted thoſe Eldets to adinitifier the Word and Sacra- 
1 them, or (to uſe 8. Pauls Words to the 
Elders at Miletus) to take care to themſelves and all the 
Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt (by Orders and Com- 
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Preſidents and the whole Succeſſion of them, 
as, I think, no Miniſters. in the Church beſides have any 


Prerogatives of theits, is to contradict 
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| urch, 
thoſe Epiſcopal Succeflors of theirs: And what 8. Clemens 


ſays, is far from being inconſiſtent with this; oh 
tells us, the Apoſtles ordain'd | Biſhops and 
Presbyters and ; Deacons, to take Care of the reſpective 


Flocks, which either were or ſhould be further provided 


for them; he very well knew the Apoſtles who ordain'd 
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them were a ſuperiour Order to them; and therefore his 
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ical Inſtitution and upon that Account as much d 
OD's Appointment, as the Tribe of Levi were for he 
Sacred Miniſtry of the Jewiſſ Church, which is therefore 
ſo particularly deſcribed in all the Orders and Offices of 
it, and ſo * cloſely apply d to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
immediately upon it, chat an impartial Reader would m- 
ther infer, that three Orden might rationally be conclu- 
ded, as well in one as t other than imagine that Clemeris had 
the leaſt Thought of no more than two Orders in either. 
-EsPECLALL y, if two Things be conſider d. H, 
that Clemens himſelf, who wrote this, was undoubtedly fuch 
a ſingle Succeſſor, as We have been ing of, ſet over 
all other Eccleſiaſticks in the Church of Rome. . And; Se- 
condly, That the Presbyters here inſulted at Corinth, were 
many in Number in that ſingle Church alone, who could 
not therefore be of the ſame Kind (or Order, as I have 
ſhewn) with Polhcarp or Clemens himſelf, whereof. that 
there was but one only in a Church, is too noted 4 Truth, 
eee 17) Gol IT od. no ind, ay 
Ons Word to our Enquirer's cloſing Dilemma here, 
and I'll proceed: 7o what End (ſays he) ſhould Clemens 
exhort the Schiſmatical Corinthians 10 obey their Presbyters, 
from the Conſideration” of the © Apoſtles Ordination of Biſhops, 
if their Presbyters had not been Biſhops? I anſwer to à very 
Good end, becauſe the two Names were indi uſed. 
ſo long as Clement led, and without: any Influence, upon 
the far different Powers inherent in one of them, when the 
Name of Biſhop came to be appropriated to him, which 
+ our Enquirer imputes to S. Ignatius as the firit Author 
of it, and places it in the Beginning of the Second Centu.. 
ry; and that was not before, but indeed very ſoon after. 


* 


* p Nd dia adlepyic: Dv . Ne le rig © 
6 77G . 9 I 1% Jiatovier HA r ö Nude 
ber M Nuixele ve aypacs Jids). FAA d, A, ov 

%% Alt w xueν,ij OW Yeyals αHüd ces, i TapsxCai- 
vor J de er A Arup las d rd u b of g,. Clem. Ep. ad 
Cor, 1, g. Edit. Patr. Junii, Oxon. 1633. 5 


;. 


M3 | the 


bi LY Fe Bo Ref RO + -n 0 * mnaq On RRSCCCYRRITITSSS P = 3B 22 22 


ee 
go 
| 
4 


851 


F 
= 
I; 


oY 


: 


lie in this ſingle Point, 


8 8 


- k 


& -! 9 


. 


them their Succeſſors, their pam proper 
Place of | Maſter ſhip or Prerogative in tm. 
OY —- meant, 3 y Epoug h deſerib d 
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he did not like to giye us this ſpecial Evidence, which /re- 
ment himſelf does, of their being fo, becauſe it contains 
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the Perſons were, ſuch Was 2 Grder to be ſure: If theſe 
then, by. Name, were genuine Biſhops in the 


Presbyters, | 
Nature and Character of them; it follows, that the Or- 


der of N 'd to them, was ſuch a Biſhop's 
Order alſo: Tis 8 Da Ph know, 70 allow of any other 
poſlibie Noti Wk „ner of Words'or Things, where Time 


immemorial has faſten d one before; therefore the 
Phraſe of Precbyter's Order, to Men in our Age, can ſcarce 


. ever be thought in Author to ſignify more or leſs than 
it now : But if Thi = 
take Place inſtead of Words and Sounds with us, It 

it is clear in this Quotation, that thb Orders 25 4 8 
Here ſpoken of, are ſuch as the Apoſtles proper Succeſſors 
had in the Senſe Practice of the itive Church. 
Trenæus declares himſelf to ſpeak of ſuch, and I have ſhewn 
what Prerogatives ſuch Presbyters originally had, not only of 
| Ruling Power, but of * Clerical Afts N not com- 
mon to all the reſt; and our Enquirer himſelf aſſures us, 
that a Presbyter promoted to ſuch a Biſhop's Chair, was 
firſt to receive Impofition of Hands from all the Provincial 
Biſhops, in the Age ſrenæus liv'd in. Now ſuch 
Acts of Eccleſiaſtical Power confert d upon a common 
Presbyter, (Who had them not before) and by ſuch 4 ſo- 
lemn otic Rite as that was, which the 'Antients 
care GG in as plain and expreſs Terms, as * 
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ſwer d his own Language about the Apoſtles 8 
Hops and \ Deacons in the Church; for fo his Greek 


(it ſeems) had render d it in the Copies of his Time, wr 
by that Authority he made the Names to be awful and 
n — pong to do. 
But Jreneus here, who 'was of- Suprem 
ters only, d the Text, E e pen PRE 
ſlation of the F LXX. whereby they are render d 
the Names of Princes and Biſbops; ſo that both wo 
which was to enjoin 
Obedience — of any one Ca- 
tholick Church; — neither in one Place nor t' other, 
does it any ways prove, that either of the Fathers under- - 
ſtood but two Orders only in the Church z as I conceive 
by what I have obſerv'd from them. 
Clemens Alexandrinus (as the laſt Evidence) is to clear 
all; two P to that ſe are from him': 
I'll ſhew the of that we judge tho 
better what the Holy Father probably meant by them. 
Clemens was ſe forth the utmoſt Advancement of 2 
Chriſtian the Title of 'a complete and true 
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of evungelical | Righteouſneſs , for "theſe, che writes, 
ſhall be took up into the Clouds, | — whos 7 275 nn 
firft as Deacons attend,' and then according Proxeſs, 


wx? Station of Glory, be admitted into 228 Preshytery, * for 
Glory differs from Glory). till they "increaſe; to a-petfett: Man. 
_ Hence he argues, that ſince the mention but 
two Orders of An viz, Arch-angels and Angels ; and the 
Stations of d Saints are here cxplain'd by being Dea- 
com a while, and then taken into the Presbytery, and ſo 
(s be ſays) their Glory perfocted e It therefore appears, that 
the Holy Father meant his Biſbops, —— and Dea- 
com, to have but #20 Orders 


T Is is his ment fait — * wo 
the full. Upon n neee 
Obſervations. 

Firft, That ſince s and] (which: are two 


of Clemens's three in the Church) have un- 
queſtionably a diſtinct from one another, and yet but 
one common Word is uſed to thoſe two Progreſſi · 
ons, and that of the third with them; it is a 
forced and unwarrantable Conſtruction (I conceive) of 
the venerable Father's Phraſe, to make him mean a Diffe- 
rence” of Order between two of theſe and no 
Difference at all in the third: For that a Difference of Or- 
der was to be underſtood amongſt theſe Progreſſions in 
| is clear from our Application of them, 
who inſiſts upon it, that they were an Imitation of the 
Arch-angels and Angels Orders : So that not only three Pro- 
muſt” here be taken to be a natural Pattern and 
mitation of two only in Heaven above; but one of the 
three alſo, who had no diſtin&t Order, but what was com- 
mon to another, muſt help to make up the true Repre- 
ſentation of the State of 23 and 1 who 


had each of them a very diſtinct and different Order g 
themſelves. And this will appear the _ Contain 
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in S. Cyprian, to Warrant what he had ſaid 


for it, is in his 28th. E 5 2. [Edit. Pumel. or 
2 — ary Oxon... — — the whole Epiſtle, 


8. Qprian mentioning s four times in it. 
25 . He — evRns' and Deacons (to whom 
he writes.) for not communicating with 4 Prezhyter and Dea- 
n , Diddaz as — —— had nduisd them. Were 
ters, (do we imagine) by whoſe 
do agrecably to his Mind? 
Secondly, 125 — to his Presbyters, that they had 
acquainted him by Letter, how the faid Pre Presbyter Did: 
4e and his Deacon had been admoniſh d __ and v again 
by: 22 Collegusi, and yet ſ̃ went on in their Fault. Did the 
Presbyters mean themſelves, by ; iboſe Collegues, in their 
Letter to Cyprian ? Why not admoniſb d by us? (hen the 
Letter was their: wp.) and why mob ly hau, in e 
ans again to them? but no — make it fo 


as the Epiſtle it ſelf does; — we the 


ly quoted ſtill. Thirdly: 0 he orders his Pres- 
Vers — Deacons to read his 
Ae, if there wers amy there, or - happer'd Zo come thither : 
Strange Senſe, if he meant ——— he note to, 
and queſtion d Whether any 3 there. Thus 
far I think — ſome what 


different Perſons with him; and do we. he uſed the 


ther thing by it? In the laſt lace then, he acquaints his 
Fryer a Dann, whit l be dons js the Cale 
of two Sub-Deacons and an Acolyth, which they conſul - 
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* Conlilio | collegiram. meorum — cenſuiſts non \ communicandum. 
Orr. Ep. 34. Edit. Oxon. 
| + + Semel atq, ĩterum, ſecundum quod mihi ſeripſiſtis, i collegis meis 
moni ertinaciter perſtiterunt. Ib.” 
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Clergy were yet abſent, and he wald not privately decide 
Quay us — ws likely to- be à ſtanding Precedent 
| Miniſters-of the Church, and therefore ought 
to be examin d, * nt ouly"2ogerber "wich his Collegues, : 
with all his People al 'them know, that 
the Hearing of that Gaule be as publick as the con- 
cern was, and not only he, and his on Clergy to whom 
OO e 2 
reſent. at it; w Collegues, | 
e as he had three Limes betore 
(you ſee) in the ſame Letter, that is ſome Biſhops of the 
Province, whereof: he was Metropolitan; as the Solemni- 
x of the Cale dd manifeſtly invite him to call in their 
ſſiſtance, and N x their Preſence, according to his Ac- 
A this confirms me more ſtill, that Collegue 
unqueſtionably a Term a to Fellow-Biſbops 
the faireſt” Inſtance 


hs Ys in S. Cyprian's 
ſo inquiſitive an Tacke cf ingle 0 out to diſprove it, ap- 
to. fall in with it too. ; 
TI have now conſider' d (and Me TOY I'm afraid, 
the tir'd Reader will think) the three general Arguments 
for Equality of Orders in the Biſhops and Presbyters of 
" Church, with ev ian; ng, > ſingle Authority, I think, which 
ous Enquirer an he Prove ef , and 
if rn A eren that the Presbyters could do Cle- 
rical A — * Biſhop c do, by vertue of their 
inherent Powers alone, without his Authority for it; that 
their different Powers made no Difference of Orders in 


them; that the Identity, and Sameneſs of Name prov' d 


them to be the ſame with one another; and that the Pri- 
mitive Fathers did expreſly own and declare that there 
were but two Orders in the Church: Tis no more than 


that learned Author copay. 20 the Effects 
— — — —— — | 


*Hæc A lone tractanda fit & limanda plenius ratio, non tantum 


cum Collegis meis, ſed & cum plebe universa, expenſa enim moderatione 
libranda.& pernuncianda res eſt, que in *— circa miniſtros eccle- 
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may ſay it before, him, +who, knows: 
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of ſuch. pale hats 


concluded { ö — 
eſt Enquiry he could make, —— a be ee. 1 
have no Opinion of all that 1 have ſaid, any farther than of 
the Sincerity of, it, and that it keeps mae — are 
the Evidence of Tunh I verily think to be in it) from 
conſenting to any ane of the he offers ſor bis 
Cauſe. What others: may think of it, I leave only to G O D 
and themſclves; 3 —— | 
ts | 
8 as that affectionate Author nd preſets to have for 
[= earn Di ne a. in the 
uUrc , 
Fus Cloke of this £ „ie u naodenr Si 
about the Reaſon of the Number of P in the Pri- 
mitive Churches, and of the time when their Office be- 
The Scheme requir d ſomething of this, fince a Di- 
oceſe was allow'd by it to have no more than a fingle 
CO aa ß rn for — hundred Years: together; and rea- 
forty or fifty Presbyters in one, the Queſtion 
es; be: ask d (he pretty well forefaw ) what need there 
ſhould be of them all? He anſwers therefore, They were 
partly as hy, 1 my Rectors now, 2 * 
ones (ſays he Account of the Variety 
rout Ga then, and of the Llocoakitity of the Times; and 
becauſe the Number might be a little zing ſtill, he 
farther makes his Pregbyters to be young Pupils 8 to bis Pa- 
rochial Biſhops, and in a State of Education under them, 
to be fit to ſucceed them in Time. This harmleſs 
Thought, ſince "tis preſs d upon us with no Authorities of 
Fathers, Councils, or Hiſtorians, to give the Reader much 
Trouble about it, ſhall be left undiſturbed by me; and' I'll 
conclude this Chapter, (as the Enquiry does) with a ſhort 
6 r remarkable Account whicl Clemens Alex- 
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andrints gives us uf S. Joby the Apofite 3, * went (upon 
R J 10 the Neighbor ing een ant Cleo n We 
fome Plates -t0 " confilduite © Biſhops 3 im others, to plant whole 
Churches ; and in ober Places" vo ordain ſuch into the Number 
of the Clergy, as were | fignify'd to him by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Here is a le of Primixtve Biſhops indeed, in- 
fitted (we may truly — ) by the Holy Ghoſt itſelf, for 
who aſlign'd-the Perſons? twas that, Spirit (you ſee) 
in this Quotation, and Inducte by am Apoſtle, for fo 8. 
John plac d them in their Churcheyz and if our learned 
Author meant ſuch an Inſtittion and induction as this, de- 
riv'd from this Original upon all their Succeſſors in the 
like Station in the Church, we ſhould. differ but little a- 
bout his; Words, when: be calls the Biſhops, the Preſented, 
Inſtituted, and Inducted Miniſters of his Diuceſan Pariſhes. 
[Zug. Pag. 57. ] But then the Obligation of the Presby- 
ters, not to invade theſe Biſhops Places, would have ſome- 
thing more in it, than he thinks fit to allow); for he will 
have it, that for Peace, or Unity, or Order ſake, they could 
not or would not do it, as if it were meer Gentleneſs, or 
Love of Peace in them, which with-held them from inva- 
ding a Biſhop's Function, being as fully qualify'd for it as 
the Biſhops themſelves; whereas here is an eminent Superi- 
or by G OD's Inſtitution ordain'd to preſide over them; 
and as I have prov'd- above, with Additional Clerical 
Powers too, which were never 3 to them; and as 
the Biſhops were thus Apoſtolically ſettled at the firſt, ſo 
the Orders of Presbyters and Deacons (as diſtinct from 
them here) had the like Inſtitution and Induftion into 
their — Blaces in the Churches, fo early as S. Joby's | 
time; for our Enquiret tells us, he believes, that by the 
word Clergy, in the laſt Clauſe of this Quotation, both thoſe 
Orders moſt probably ſhonld be underſtood. So that a Di- 
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CHAP. V. 10 ee 
begins. wich the Order and 
'tis a Comfort to hear 
* 7here's no great Controverſy about them, I hope 
I ſhall occaſion none, by barely uſing the learned Yoſſius's 
Authority for reſtoring a Negative Particle to a ſhort Clauſe 
quoted out of S. /znatins, here: The Enquiry leaves it out, 
(as ſome Copies had done before) and by that means makes 
that venerable Father call this third Order in the pk, 
+ The Deacons of Meats and Cups: $ Whereas tis 
Inatius's Intention was to remove that meaner 
from them, and give them their proper Title of Fan 
or Monſters, of. the Church of GOD; (in Contradiſtinction 
to it) and immediately thereupon he requires all to reve- 
rence them accordingly : The Nature of the Period itſelf, 
and the Holy Father's ordinary Notion of the Deacons, 
agree with this Reading. The reſt upon n this Head I wil- 
lingly leave as I find it, and wiſh I could have done the 
like to all that's gone before. 
Sunp-Dz acons are briefly conſider'd next; not for 
any thing this learned Author thought material to ſay about 
them, but purely or wou'd. think , to give one * 
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ble Turn more to what he ſeems Ne) fo woch Hel, 4 
The Equality of Biſbops and Presbyters Orders. For e 
obſerves —— this, that the Orders of Deacons and 
Sub-deacons (in his Opinion of them) were probably . 
the ſame; che one intended only to aſſiſt the other in the 
ſame Eccleſiaſtical Offices; ( eommon to them both) that 
ſo the Account he gawe of the like Equality between Bi- 
ſhops and Presbyters might paſs the better for being ſo 
directly parallel to theſe. Now all he could hope for from 
hence, amounts to no more than what r 
Suppoſition could afford him; for he concludes it doubtful, 


i after all, whether Deacons and Sub- deaeons Orders were 
the fame, and | ſuppoſes it only upon this Preſumption, 
cher in io Church whar/orver it was uſual 10 bave more than 


ſeven | Deacons, becauſe of the original Number inftituted by 


the Apoſtles ;- and therefore Sub-deatons were ordained to difſ= = 
« charge \ their neceſſary Miniftrations for them in the greater ? 
more numerous Churches. But that a Sub-deacon could not 
diſcharge the Miniſtrations of a Deacon, I think 

is plain enough, from what our learned Author himſelf 
knows, and $ owns, a Deacon did in the Primitive Church; 
that is, ai in the Celebration of the Euchariſt, preach, and 
baptixe; for what Monument of Antiquity ever affirm'd 

the Sub- deacons could do all this? 80 fir rom that, that 

the Council of Laadiata (which the learned Dr. Cave ob 
ſerves was peculiarly held to revive the Diſcipline of te 
Primitive Church) aſſures us, || Sub-deacons were not ſuf- 
fer'd to have any Place in the Diaconieum, | or ſacred Apart- 
ment of the Deacons ] . nor ſo much as to touch the Holy 
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Wreath (calbd the, Orarium) appointed for: the Dante 


Office ; and for this very Reaſon (as Canaras notes upon it) 
| F becauſe every ſacrad Qrger had their peculiar Habit » That 
Subdeacons miniſtred 2a, and not for the Deacons,-4s ob- 
rv'd by the inquiſmive T Sui, from no 1ebs — 
than the fir KN. oat: of Mies. All this 
leſs than directly contradict. the Hypotheſis beſom us, of 
Sub -deacons being ordzin d to dicharge the Dearons Mir 
niſtrations in their ſtead; and, one vould think, vete E- 
vidence h to prove their Orders to be diſſerent, un- 
lass ſame authentick Oxdinal, within. our Enquirer's Feriod 
of Time, were extant to demonſtrate the contrary: And 
. As to the Primitive Churehes confining chemſelves 
to ſeven Deacons only, from the Example of the farit 
Inſtituticn in the As, I refer the Reader to the Judg- 
ment of the ſixth general Council abaut it, where he 
will find (in their 16th. Canon) p that that Origimul Prece- 
dent in the As, did not affect the Number or Oſſice of 
the Deacons who muinifired- at \the Alter of the Gluirth. 
And the Teſtimony of an OEcumcnical Council-abqut-che 
Senſe of the Capholick Church, is of ſome Weighty«(1 
think) tho” at adiſtance from the Three firſt Centuries of it. 
Bor to paſs from this, and all the; other Antiguated 
Orders in the Primitive Church, 1 to conſider the 
next general Head in this Chapter; Which is, the Mar- 
ner ot ordaining Presbyters in Ui amongſt them then. 
AND, in no Point is our learned Author more Curi- 
ous and Particular than in this: He nts us with every 
Circumſtance of the ancient Manner of ordaining Presby- 
ters, in a more exact Method than any Author wha liv'd 
amongſt them (or near thoſe early Ages he ſpeaks of) e- 


: * Exdsꝶ ieh rd e Y goal bj aurh, &c. Zonar, in. 
Can. a 9 
. Suicer in voce dlaτεν. IT 


b vp Ain gecleſſ dicuntut ſubdiaconi, qui 
epiſcopis, presbyteris, & Diaconis miniſtrant. AF, Cone, Nic. 1. Par. 2. 
p 172. in 8 a 5 

Tac regen A Cue wr em reg puySnigs νννν¾ 
Ae u,. Conc, 6. in Trullo. Can. 16. 5 
WY | | yer 


. 
4 
I 
I 
| 
L 
i 
i 


"th er 1 


ver dd; and for thar Renſon, 1 fill bblige a 
— gg it, in did den 3 


e, e 
e 


i the Presbytery | 
0 bY ordaiw'd ;' defirin 
their Conſent to his i 7055 
Ms + boly 1 hich 


Th "praying them t conſe 
he) this Petition to 


40 . Now we muſs | 
hole Pregbytery, be- 

n Bites alot! tobll not bet 

moſt evident from Cyprih 


| 


ve Holy O5 5 as is 
eres g, that all e 


Or dinations were perf fa" bs ums Cott "2 the 
whole © Prevbyrery. is tion, the wo tery 
debated their Perivion j 1 : Afi en, and proceeded 


to examine whether he had 7hv/e Mets mearions aud Endowhents 
which were requiſite For that / be, r fs Dr Hhs - 
ge the ot Rider Bu capable 
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Form. Then his Name muſt 55 477 to % People, | 

that, "if Worthy, be miyÞt. — r Teftimony and arch >... 

Hey if Unworthy, de might bt Heh aud ent gd on 
Orders : If they ame bis 7725 nf the 39 then 15 
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HERE“S a formal-Abſtradt (ode would verily think ) 
of ſome Primitive Ordinal or anather ; tho' not a Syllable 
quoted frotn — Record,” ſo pabück, proper, and ne- 
ceſſary in the . 2 a Carididate for h6ly Orders, 
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here: 
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Ati 
on, ( 0 more) Hi 
three or four Words in a particular Biſhop's W 
hting purely to bis own peculiar Practice, (as we ll fe 
by and by) muſt evident imply ſo much. 

_ ,, Tris a f Method, 1 maſt neat Gay 22 
ving the general Practice of the Chriſtian Church; and to 
fay the molt we can of. it, . to this, that if 
8 ons Cyprian did upon any deration what - 
generally co end, his Þ (and we ma . kr 
Pn too (bene he ordain'c 10 his Church z then 
he, and all other Chriſtian Biſhops. beſides, were ſo far 
boa d, by the Conſtitution, of. A Catholick Church in 
| ime, to do Þo, e e 07, thee could ering ain 
Fo Presbyter wi T e For upon that holy Father's 
an of bi one (and har In nach Terms 
in the Tranſlation, than we find it in his own ext) this 
formal Scheme of Primitive Ordinations is drawn, Let, the 
Reader conſult the whole, and he'll find it fo ; tho' what- 
ever leſs material Quotation intervenes, I hep. both 3 
an and weigh it too, In the mean. ti 
Tranſlation of the prelers Quotation to be E — * — 
the Text itſelf, 3 farther ) * 
ſet one againſt the other a1 
Tur Enquiry. 99 5 On Cyprian lay. "That. ' Clerical Or- 
dinations were perform” E 2 Counci of the whole 
 Presbytery, implyi r= the. Ap- 
- "plication of them Y that. he 2 e Biſhops 
practis d ſo. Whereas the Words, All. Clerical Or dmations, 
are neither nam'd, nor ſo much as imply d, in that Epiſtle, 
Renn whence this Quotation is taken. The whole Caſc 
there Was this: S. Cyprian had formerly deſign d to ordain 
8 certain Lector ond deb er, by the common Advice and 
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Counſel of iv Nahe due Nash [ therefore 57 allures 


us (fays our learned Enquirer) that all Clerical. Ordinations | 
ewers um d by the Common Countil of the whole Prexpyte- 
ry; for from this very Place the Quotation is peep. 8 
ZB bsi Occa as the hoh Biſhop farther ite 1 
them, to make uſe of ſuch Clerictat &rs in the tu of 
his Abſence from them, n that h | 
ordain'd them —_— = hirnſelf alone, (which, » by. 
enough that the Orders were complete, 
he hk — without chem.) I 
he plainly wiſhes (as his was ) rather to haye 
them in Council with him,” and excuſes himſelf for e 
it alone; and why ? + Becauſe be bad 
be en de E W Tf e piſtle an . | 
of his firſt Promotion to the See, that be do ek 8 
his own private Opinion, without conſulting them, or wit 
3 e 


a dy „ this Refolution'sf'S: Cen nian grounded upon 0 any 
Law of GOD, or, the Church, by which he was | 
and bound to do fo? Or was it o) the incer free” Mie 


with himſelf? The former would imply Catholick Pra- 


Rice and Duty in the Caſe, if it had been prov'd ; the lat- 


ter will amount to no mote, than a Perſonal Vertue and 


Prudence in the peculiar Circumſtances of that meek and 


holy Martyr z w of all Imitation indeed, where Times 
and Perſons ſuited ory of Te with, as they did then, 
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24 0 appealing to the ment bo CONE alone, and 
courts the 7 nor þ — the Accuſations of another; 
F they are worthy F double Honour indeed, aubo, knowing 
un Confrience, aught of tight to be judg'd of GOD 
bz „Det defere all their Attions to be tryd and approv'd\'by._their 
670k very Brethren themſelves ; which awe. don't wanders. Bro 
tber Cyprian, hat gon do; wha, according to your natiur Mo- 
deſty and Care, are willing that we [the Presbyters and Dea- 
cons of another Church] /ould judge, or ruf har be ne: 

1 er . La ut. . Fs "bly 1 
Tunis is pretty clear. anguage, 0 Mar 
| bimſelf ſays lle when he ſpeaks out to the la 
Brethren of his on Dioceſe, chat f %% Cburab /avas' rn 
ae 915 aud eucry Ati of it iuas 40 bt governed 
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4 Quan s. conſei 5 animus, & eyangelicr ace 
m i us animus, & ey 
ore — & verus ſibi in decretis 2 82. 245 e 
Deo judice eſſe comentus, nec alterius aut laudes perete aut Years 
| tiones pertimeſcere; tamen geminata ſunt laude condigni, qui cum con- 
* ſcientiam ſciant Deo ſoli —— ſe judici. actus tamen ſuos deſiderant 
1 etiam ab 1%, ſuis fratribus comprobari; quod te, frater Cypriane, og 
non mirum eſt, o tua verecundià & ixgenita induſtria gonſili 
| tuorum nos ram utes voluiſti, quam participes invenire, _ Eg. 39. * 1, 
WW Exit... Oxon. 
_— Per temporum & ſucceſſſonum yices epiſcoporum ordinatio, & Ec- 
clekæ ratio decurrit, ut ecele//a ſuper epiſcopor Lein alan, & mn atftus 
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f Wiuh, Ti inſtead of many Arguments to me, that 
. no. Law, Eccleſiaſtical or Divine, oblig d that humble Bi- 
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Actum ſuum dif ni & dug unuſquiſq; Epil pus tian :e 
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t 1n'Becleſiz adminiſtrarione voluntatis ſug arbitrium liberum. Ep. 
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1 2» Original Draughtof 
; >: to his ordinary Condeſcenſions in the Caſe, That our = 
1 = Enquirer himſelf could not find ſo much as'a fin- 
gle one inall Antiquity for it: For, had he found one, he 
had never left his plauſible Scheme; fo penn precarious 
a it is, without it. For what can be more fo'? than 
tus formally to repreſent a Candidate for Orders, tende- 
ring his Petition to a Parochial — them, the 
Presbyters in ſolemn Debate upon ſush Petulm, and the 
whole Succeſs of the Supplicant to on their decla- 
ru bim capable or "incapable of them, and the People's Au- 
thority in it, little leſs than theirs too; inſomuch as the 
Biſhop himſelf was not able, by any Power or Commiſſion 
ef his own, to ordain ſo much as a ſingle Clerk in his 
Dioceſe, but as they ſhould pleaſe to approve or diſapprove 
of him: And all ibi, without one ſacred Text, one ſin- 
gle Canon, (General or Provincial) one clear Precedent 
of Matter of Fact, or ſo much as a poſitive" Affirmation 
of a ſingle Father of the Church, that it was ' Catholick 
Cuftom and Conſtitution to do ſo; but purely, becauſe a 
wile and humble Biſhop would have a call d, and 
take what Council and Information he y could from 
his Presbyters, and from his People too, before he would 
proceed to Ordinations. For S. Cyprian s Commune Confili- 
am, (the Confiſtoria! Convention he was pleas'd to call up- 
on ſuch Occaſions) e Fundamental Argument 
here for the whole Scheme: Of which Convention, the 
Holy Martyr himſelf tells ys plainhy enough, what Aſſi- 
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is drawn up b his o. Pen. 
Now to ſuch p ; 
heard but now, and to raile 


— — N = 
much che ſame things: ſuppoſe, chat eme 
Branch (at leaſt) of ſt needs b 

to the Privy C becauſe he Will 


ſeldom, or never, collate Honours, or exert any important 
Act of his Sovereign Power in che State, Without entru 
grſt into Council with them z and that a cautious and 
| the Evidence and Information 
Meaſure by 
Br to allow a 


. 
, 


debar or exclude him, if 
and the Biſhop's incapacity to ordain alone, 
to infer and ſupppoſe * — 


5 f 96. ] from S. Cyprian's 68th. Eb. 4 
muſt pals f of che Peoples great Intereſt and Au- 

thority 1 Ordinations, Which, I have ſhewn at large be 
fore, implies no ſuch. ching at all. ovic ni 
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| W x have ſeen then what 8. Cypian's Cm, Confis 
has, or his ordinary Conſultations with his Presbytery and 

People, means. And i» tbat, how much Authority the 
npuirer had to repreſent the Primitive Manner of 
ordaining Presbyters in ſuch a ſingular and 
Form, as he has done here: And if the to - 

telle upon what J have offer'd from Holy Sctiprure and 
Pritojtive Antiquity before, to prove, that all Ordaining 
ly a Perſonal "Truſt, fully and entirely 
gle Perſons of the firſt Governors of the 
.and deriv'd 
— ſhall need to leave no other Teſt with him to 
4 e n Vet, becauſe the En- 
geſted one Particular more, (imme 
= to ths pre. Gale) Mhit-briedly tmend- 
ic, foraſmuch as tis his own. - 
| "" T6the' Clols'6f the Sarner 
all Churches a furniſs'd 43th , and prey 
mew-planted ones, thbive elther 1h — A of the 
Believers were ſmall and inco le, which I make no 
doubt of; and therefore can't but ask a few obvious Que- 
= - ftioris' about them. Can we think ſuch "news 
= Churches were never ſo bleſs'd with an Inereuſe of Con- 
A ſtand in nerd of A Paſtors to diſpenſe 
. age in the dat Pts or Riege 7 
m the ors or Biſhops, 
thoſe Churches were entirely committed, 2 
that importam Want in them? the Dicei 
| ſuch Churches be executed by a joint Council 
| ery (in the known Catholiek Senſe of ſuch an 
i Boy where no ordain'd ters were? 
any Precedent or Rule, for the of 
ſeek abroad inother Churches for neceſſary Mi- 
them in caſe they ſtood in need? Unilefs all 
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E Churches had a Power in cheir Original Com- 
miſſion to ondain 


Eiders for the Neceſſities" of 
their ineteaſing Flock or Dioceſe, and (to be fare) to ex- 
ecute . without a regular 
1 give any kind of Force or Sanction to it. 

he. Caſe r Tr. Commilliea in-Creve is widen 
enough of all this, if we would impartially judge” of it: 
For that AAA 
nation at that Time ſettled there, is highly to the 
Gered Account of ity and then dis deaf muſt have 
erdain d in that Iſland, without any 
— to that very 


| | | 
even to the venerable Biſhop done: Or ih Rr 


for a Teſtinwnial of his | 
on, the Presbytery might not im P to 
for it, or the more eminent of the Poople eicher; for Re- 


commendatiom from them trad a conſiderable Influence (co 
be ſure) on wiſe and careful Biſhop in the C 
tho', ſhould the Candidate not — n Form (whi 
— — prove he did) — — 
Voluntary Conſultations with — the 

excellent S. Cyprian uſed it, did ſufficiently ly that; 
and more than ſo, neither the $.0Wn tions, 


nor any r I meet with, do + 
mount to. 

As to the pagxti walifications,. (there mention'd to 
be $, ard n into) we need have little 
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about them. Such as the — PIP are 
Primitive and genuine: And in the Canons and Ordinati- 
on- Offices of ons ome — — 


made for each of them, that "if the Spirit of Peace and 


Unity in the bleſſed Primitive Times were not more alter'd 


x — us, than the Conſtitution of the Church is, We 


ſhould hear of ſew ions againſt it. For, 
Taz As to the Age of a. 1 find-bur little 


particularly determin d about it within the Three firſt Cen- 
turies; only, in g that he ſhould not be a Novice; 
(a Word often uſed with little good Intention in our 
Times, and as little underſtood) for in the Scripture Senſe 
of ib, and as the Word-icfelF lirerally — —ü— 
ſcarcely ever be ordain d here now.; beca 
Perſon but very lately converted to the Faith, and — Plan- 
ted in the Church, as the belt * — — in the 
= ſition of it. But as to Maturity 3 5 

little or no — it, tho Pars 
the Word to Timothy is by this learned (Autor hee e 
ply'd to that Purpoſe: Whereas to be early baptiz'd rather, 
and to have the Advantages of a happy Education after it, 
for the Improvement of Knowledge in facred and human 
Learning together, are the proper Conſiderations (in this 
reſpect) to form a reaſonable Jud of Maturity of 
Age by; and in / iew of both theſe, in the and Na- 
tion wherein We live, our Holy Mather the Church has 
+ enjoin'd the Age of Candidates to be always enquir'd 


into, and allow'd none to be ordain'd ſooner, than in all 


Probability (with theſe Advantages ) they may have at- 


tain'd to it; tho' ſhes commands a ſtrict Examination for 


farther Aſſurance in ee”. eee ran 
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ſtrict and diligent in his Examination; 


the Presbyters who are to 
S 
ſelf, or the Biſhop's Parochial Church, and the ee 
Den, 2 and two Prebendaries at 
5 be preſent and affiſting in it, or ( in caſe of 

four of the graveſt Preaching Maniſters who 
Beſides Teſtimonials requir'd either from 


which,  ſhould- we calculate the N 
Pregbyteries in moſt of the Primitive Churches, would 
perhaps amount to as conſiderable 4 Multitude of prope 
2 ef nd fe Ages of the Chun be had in 

. 
in it now (to ule the Words and 


| find oh — made for | 

but firſt learn d the moſt eſſential. Rules of Church-mem- 
berſhip, commanded in the Goſpel, ts love the Brotherhood, 
obey them who are ſet over us in the Lord, and 10 
of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, we ſhould find 
little difficulty to own, that they were proper and ſuffici- 
3 (if duly executed) to obtain the End for which 
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8 Were'thiry mot inch in chem ? Or had 

ways more erte yechour har 

wore 
Lins. 


his Argument been any 
Ne Rok +. 0% was ** 

and al whchin 
e more? eie 


it is this, that the Keys (in his Opinion) were given t 
E pe ene der ad — 4 


Ger the Hell Pickens Peried entire u t 6 ways 


the Application he was to make of it there, we ſhall fee 


a very different Nature of Grant affirm'd by him; and 
of where that difference A Pow- 
er of mining Sins (fays he) war given to the Apoſtles, 
4d, 2 che bart Fe Ps, ( whence be juſt 
then prov'd it to be ſo) twas the Apuffles alone, nd 
that was, doubtles, without any Joint · commiſſion to A- 
ſtles and Brethren together; and then in the ſame Breath 
tells us, that twas given to the Biſhops as their Sur 
ce favs; by'aVitarious Ordination What was this leſs, than 
in plain terms to ſay, that the Biſnops were ordaiti'd to 
enter upon the Apoltles Title and Poſſeſſion of that Pow- 
er he was then ſpeaking of, and to hold it in ſuch a man- 
ner as they themſelves had held it? ſo far (J think) I 
milian's own Period explains itſelf. But what did the ho- 


1y Biſhop mean, (you'll ſay) when in the intermediate 
Comma be tel 


e tells us, that hs Power was given to the Chur 

ches which the Apoſtles conſtirureu? The Subject he wis 
as clearly explains this Clauſe, as his own Words 
ove againſt: Pope Stephen, 
that Baptiſm without the Pale of the Chur was of no 
Force, becauſe Remiſſion —— * only to be had 
witkin it. Now, -having y the other two 
Clauſes of :this * . ane 25 and Biſhops 


after them; were in ſole and full poſſeſſion of that Pow- 


er Ro the Churches: This did not undeniably Prove 


In ſoles Apoſtolos inſufflavit Chriſtus, dicens — Ibid. 
P 3 Jet, 


214 riginal Druughi of 
yet, bet thas 8 1 
either cenſure or voluntary ſeparation , remov 
out of. Churches, might exerciſe all their 
ſtill, with as good ER 2 belbie; and fo Remifhon of 
Sins might ors means be had as well without as with. 
in Now, to obviate ſuch Exceptions as theſe, 
make his Argu ment every way perk, he adds this Clauſe, 
That che Pha iven to 3 - andhr Age 5 
arly to them, and them only, that none could 
validly uſe or exerciſe that power, if once they were gone 
out of. them, or any receive any Fruit or Benefit ot it, 
but from the Hands of ſuch as were in them; and this 
comes up in every to the Argument he was upon, 
3 t Validay' of Heretic Pros, And. that this 
nſtruction of the whole Period agrees with the ſenſe, 


like Occaſion, will evidently appear; b ting only a 
Quotation from him out of this very Egle, which "ts 
met with ſome time ſince in * the &, Enquiry now before us. 
A Power and Grace (ſays Firmilian) it conſtituted in 

#he Church, where Elders preſide, who - poſſeſs the Power of 
Baptizing "and Laying on of Hands , and Ordaining. Here 
all Pozwer is at large ſaid to be in the Church, (an Expreſ- 


ſion every way equivalent to what 4 of now in 


this very Quotation) and then immediately tis added, 
that Elders prefide there, ' who puſſeſ the power Ps Bapti- 
bas Loying on 122 F Hands, and 2 1 nap ne 

Firmilian's ment required it e ne 
on and prov'd that poſſeſſion of Power to have willy 
the ſame Elders in rf of any other Act of Govern- 
ment or Diſcipli 


imports no leſs. Now, that thoſe Preſiding Elders. were 
true and proper Biſhops, . Wo. before, 
| — 7 A 


* See Enq. p. 6 


f Omnis poteftas et gratia i in Eccleſia confticuta fie, abi 105 dent ma- 
jores nati, qui et baptizandi et manum imponendi et ordinandi poſſi- 


dent poteſtatem. Ep. 75. ut 1 


tho? 


and 'to 


and Language too, of this very Firmilian himielf, upon a 


beſides z \Gribe Reiſen had: bern the 
_ ame, and the Limitation of 4 Power in iiadt manner 


, c coats wes amy yr. 


＋ ot 


the Primitive Church, &c. 215 
tho* ſo much is not ed here, ſince it unqueſtiona- 
bly CES 9 W 
125 That tho” all Power was abſo ſaid to be in 
the Chutch, in general Terms, yet the Poſſeſſinn of it, and 
that is, I think, the very Power #ſelf, was in parti 
Hands only: And. | *. 
Secondly, That they were Preſiding Elders only, and that 
is, in our Enquirer's own Application of it above, they 
were Clerical Presbyters at leaſt, and conſequently the Lay- 
Brethren (in Familian's Opinion) had no Share of it; 
and therefore upon the whole Matter, this latter Quota- 
tion Fee does no ways prove the Thing it was 
To ſum up this preſem Argument then, Origen and St. 
Cyprian did e own, that true Biſhops in the 
Primitive Church appropriated the Power of the Keys to 
themſelves, and that warrantably and Orthodoxly too 
Sertullian and Firmilian, the two only Fathers here quo- 
P | 
appear to have meant no ing, in t Paſſages 
f I er Works, which this N had ſo carr- 
fully ſifted out for it; and therefore I may leave 'theRea- 
der to judge, from what groundleſs and unfair Premiſſes 
he has drawn this Fundamental Inference, (upon which 
all that follows in this Chapter ) namely, * that 
the Power of the Ktys was ſo lodg'd both in Biſhops and 
People, that each had ſome - ſhart in it; and (as he diſtri- , 
butes it) the Legiſlative, Decretive, or Judicatorial Pow- 
er, was held in common between Clergy and Laity; and 
the formal executive Power only (conſiſting meerly in pro- 
Ks ce or the empty Ceremony of Impoſing Hands 
was allow'd peculiar to the Clergy. How he has prov' 
Antiquity to agree with him in all this, you have lo al- 
ready; tor this General Thefis of his has no other of the 
Ancients to vouch for it, than what you have heard juſt 
now. Some Particulars follow, for better Security to the 
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Lay ad, af their Share in this common Stock of Be 
cCleſiaſtical Power, which 'twill be . W * 
ſider in Order as they lie. 2 1 
Firft, Then, that the Laity dur Tudges and Chaners with 
the Clergy in the Fudicial Power of the Spiritual Court, he 
tells us, does moſt evidently appear from what he reads in 
* Clemens Romanus's Firlt Epiſtle to the | Corinthians: I 
ſhall briefly ſtate the Subject that Holy Father was upon, 
and then recite the Words of this The Church 
of Corinth was fallen into a miſe Faction: ＋ 4few 
giddy and audacious Men had ſtirred up the meaner Font a- 
gainſt their Betters; a Crew of vile and ignorant Wretehes 
as the Holy Father ſtyles them) had got 4 Head again 
the Men of wiſdom aud reputation in the Church, and were 
for turuing out the re $ who bad been duly placed 
over them, and bad faithfully diſcharged their Miniſtry among f 
them. The eful Clement lonately bewails this; 
exhorts the of thoſe Seditions to Peace, Humility, 
and Charity, with an Apoſtolick Spirit indeed (fur many 
Pages together) conjures them to prefer the public In- 
tereſt before their own; and, i jp the end, goes ſo far, as 
- to ||recommend the great Example — Moſes to-them, this 
as that meekeſt Saint on had conſented that his 
Name ſhould be blotted out of the Book of God, rather 
than the People who had ſinned fo preſumptuouſly a- 
gainſt him, d be conſumed by Ka So he. adviſes 
re 2 y Authors of · that fatal Faction, to imitate 
: able *. this Superlative Perfection, and wiſhes each 
of them, fingly nnn to mane A 
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* Eng. p. 116. 
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hither you will, and am ready to do whatſaever the { 


Now the ren au n aa 
incenſed Multitude w wry 


| es, bbs Fe dime art er and 
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ah Nute ious = 2 
the Audience of all: if this. Seitiom, Strife 
rr 1 withdraw, I 


the Multitude, the Majority, the People, TEcli i 
pleaſe] all order to be dune; ſo the Flock 


live in Peace with the Presbyters who are 


et 


that is, 
Conditions this ould inſiſt upon 
this Caſe, — Gower þ beter thayione 
be. quict, our leaned Author offers-to us m an 6 


ho of «regula Power ime in hem andthe | 


they thus required to be done; for he quotes theſe Words 


alons, a8 u Proof of the P Authority in a Conſiſtorial 
iy: And methinks, if this beſo, then in the 5 
which the Holy Father here —— for their 


„ e 
but take Notice, hn gg 


o a, 


as 
the 9 of it here muſt * I am rhe tis 
the very ſame Word that Clement expreſſes the 
Rebels by, in the Caſe of n them 
juſt before; and I am apt to think twould be no Hard- 
ſhip upon them to e it @ tumultuous Multitude, or 


 Rabble, in the Circumſtances we find it here, and much 


le to the vile and ſordid Character which 
Clement himſelf (you ſee gave us of them juſt before. '. 

_ AFTER this Evident Proof (as — eats it) 
from Clement's Epiſtle, the Subject rums lo, and ſcems 


8 Pm 6144 flac. U leg, G lets, is. h. 
Andes, 2. cb RES ts Ang 4a 
Co -- non bh mproBuriper: Ib. 


more 


* h youu PF. 
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- ans nies is 4 
to be exhauſted... For to * tell us that Origen deſcribes a 
Criminal as appearing before the "whole Church or Congr ongrega- 
rien; and that Dionyſus of Alexandria ſhould ſay the like 
of Serapion, and that no one ever took any Notice of bim, is 
ſuch a ſingular way of proving, that all Perſons preſent 
Lee with) 4 Pasa Authority ih the Church, as would- 
FF 
3 who in Mem- 
ber of ö e 
ſuch (if there torce in it) has at 
a e end) Ge agg be, ce 

een, un} dee | may lee iu] fd 


— 9 the We this Head ire only Quitaticos From 
81 E — he F affirms to be more full in 
this Matter the Judicial Power of the" Laity in the 
Spiritual Cen) chan any he has named before. __ WD 
can help obſerving here? 

1 maT 4 Paradox it is in this learned Author to- 
St. Cyprian's Authority for a Popular Jurisdiction in the 
Church, when he had ſo 9 own'd but $ juſt before, 
that Cyprian was — zinion about the Power 
f the Keys? Both at Primitive Biſhops ap- 
_ propriated 8 my" of them to themſelves, and were 2 
Orthodox in doing ſo. From whence it muſt follow, alſo, 
— the ſecond Place, that no Perſonal Condeſcenſions in 
St. Cyprian's Pratt (upon which the Enquirer's Argu- 
ments all along run.) can amount to any Proof in this 
Matter before us, unleſs we will make the Self-confiſtent 
Martyr not to believe and act N which is very. hard 

Anvyet, a Paſſipes i in 2 eminent Fa- 
chers Writings are offer 'd to us, (after this) with a peculiar 
Air of P in them, 1. fairly repreſent them, be- 
Joes. I leave the — 
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N Enq. p. 116. 1 a th. 1 Eng. p. 114. - 
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Was it to gain their Authoritative Vote as Fellows Junges 


re 
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Bi, He calls it their Patients in the Caſe, which he 
had ſo much Trouble to perſuade them to, (as the En- 


fo much evil among jj 


naret. 1bid, 
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Firſ, Then, we are” told s of tlie great \Difficulties'Sr. 

Cyprian had nfdy ee onde vo nent ro the Abſolution 
of ſome penitent Schiſmaticks; and, tis true, he had a very 
affectionate Conflict with them in the Caſe; but for what? 


with him, and without whoſe Ooncurrence he could ot 
do it? (as is here d.) Three or four Particulars in 


St. Cyprian's Relation of it ſufficiently ſhew the contrary. . 


quirer's Quotation, noted in the Margin ſhews) which is 
a very extraordinary Word indeed, to an Autho- 
ritative Suſfrage by. Secondly, In the foregoing Paragraph, 
St. Cyprian tells Cornelius, that T be People were ſo much 
againſt the Reſtoring of ſome of the more profiigate Schiſma- 
zicks, that for fear of Scandal, and endangering. others by it, 
he was put to it to know who ſhould," or ſhould not, be ad- 
mitted into the Church ; and farther adds, 5 he ſhoulu be no profi- 
table or well-advifd Paſtor who ſhould ſo mingle the infected ſbeep 
with the Flock as to grieve the whole Flock wih Refontment of 
| ft them.” From whence tis plain, not only, 
that Point of Scandal was the Controverſy: betwixt 
him and 2 to bur alſo, that twas a ſingle Paſtor's 
Act and Deed which might occaſion or prevent that Scan- 
dal; ſufficiently intimating to us, that that ſingle Paſtor 
had the Power of receiving or keeping out ſuch excep- 
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* Eng. p. 118. O ſi poſſes, frater chariſſ iſſime, iſthic intereſſe nobiſcum, 
cum i iſti et yet de ſchiſmare reverruntur, videres quis mihi la- 
bor fir perſuadere patientiam fratribus noſtris, ut aninii dolore ſopito 
recipiendis malis curandiſque conſentiant: Vix plebi perſuadeo, imò 
extorqueo, ut tales patiantur admitti. Cypr. Ep. 55. $ 17. Edit, Pa- 
mel, vel Ep. 59. Edit. Oxon. DE 0:5 :unt 

+ Nobis ſollicitè examinantibus qui recipi et admitti ad Excleſiam 
debent; quibuſdam enim ita erimina ſua obſiſtunt, aut fratres obſtinate 
et firmiter renituntur, ut recipi omnino non poſſunt, [ vill} cum ſcan- 
dalo et periculo multorum. Ib. $ 16. Sn 
8 Nec utilis aut conſultus eſt paſtor qui ita morbidas et contactas oves 
gregi admiſcet, ut gregem totum mali cobærentis afflictatione contami- 


tionable 


tionable Schiſmaticks from 


" | —— a of 


Third, And Leis (40 make all clearer. ftill) St. Gy- 
prian farther tells ws, in the fame P h where 
this Quotation lies, that * be had aftnally ab/olv'd one and 
another of thoja Schiſmaticks thre' his own Tenderneſs to them, 
: 222 Ny ' withſtood and contrauifted him in it; 
which ſhews ee what be new: he might have done 
to all the reſt. 

WII theſe few Circumſtances tc ogerher, and judge 
if it were an Authoritative Conſent which St. . want» 


ed of his P The whole Caſe ſaits his ſettled Re- 


ſolution 1 of Tenderneſs and Condeſcenſion to his 


Dioceſe, but does not in the leaſt impair the Fulncls of 
his Power. 


' Secondly, We are + told again, That the Clerical Presby- 


 tery (as . 
= — wherein the Clergy. and Laity together 


were to paß Sentence at laſt. The Proof is thus: Some 


eminent Schiſmaticks of Nouatians Party, begg d to be 
admired to Communion with fer, ben n 
Biſhop 5 (having perſonally apply d to before, 
. at pleas'd to call his 
— to conſult about it; and when he, 


ted that Matter there, — (as 2 next Sentence, where- 
in the Qnotation lies, does Jo ly) had abſolutely 
that th 


wet e K an. N ee W 
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„ Unus ade alius, obnitente plebe e et 3 mea tamen = fal. 
tate ſuſcepri. 16. + Enq. p. 119. | 
omi actu rd me perlato placuir contrahi presbyterium, adfuerint 
etiam quinque Epiſcopi. 
Quod erat conſequens, omnis hie actus populo fuerat inſiouandus, 
15 far the Enquiry quotes, and leaves out this) ut et inſor viulerent in 
elefia conſtitutes, quos errantes et palabundos jam diu dene. et do- 
lebant. Apud Cypr. Ep. 49. Edit. Oxon. 


was, 


the Communion of the 
OY ul this rely ken with ee thi 


erregen 422 


yes five Biſhops more with them, had.conſul- 


Penitent Schiſmaticks ſhould be admitted to 


the Pikdgins ene Dos. 


24s, that all which had beon done fhould be 4 
ple ʒand why was it to be notifled to them ? Cornelivs isnor 
ee might” ſte thoſe 
(ſays he) bile in te Chirch ain, whom 
. — 4 long time | ſeen as form Vagabond before, and 
1 — Judge you, if this Matter 
not thoroug ea defore this 3" ad | 
whether: Cornelius would have ſpoken thus of he People, 
if he had wanted 8 Conſent to receive 


2 1 
notified t4 the Pro= = 


the Criminals into his Church; „When a 
—— — cans this Notice 
of the Matter, an univerſal Joy and to GOD en- 


ſued upon it, with Tears — N emb 


— of the 


Brethren, which in his I. indeed 1 
where d, 1 z) he an | gens po- 
, in the Cloſe of this Nasen, that was, 


pull 

their joyful A the them; and ex- 
cluſively of any At af the People at de e. in the 
ſame Breath, f wn. 1 a 
bis Plate again. 

Now, when our 1 had mus cure fas 
you. have ſeen) an. Share of Eægiſſative, Decremve, or 
Judicatorial Power in the Laity of the Church: The next 
Thing was to ſhew the ſumer of their execuriug this 
Power in the folemn As of publick | Diſcipline.” ” To 
which Purpoſe he has ſet before u the Form of 
an Eccleſiaftival Conſiſtory in the Primitive Church; wherein, 
eee RE 
ſented the Thing, 7 ly Ne ne poet 
Scheme 6f admirable Diſcipline for ang nf og © 
Infection of Vice or Httefie in the Church of O 
But one would wonder to fee what firain'd Conſtructions 
he bes ee 


— — TI 
Chap. ih. p. 109. ſupra. fig, 


+ Maximum presbyterum 1 NE —3 agnofcersjuſimar, Cateros cum | 
ingenti populi ſuffragio recepimus, 76. 


to 
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5 to ſecure to the Laity of the Churchetheir pretended Share 


in the Adminiſtration of that | 
__  CEmSVRE, and Abſolution o Criminals, are Wb 
out Doubt the two principal Aa of Eceleſiaſtical Diſci- 


in the Church, he tells * us, St. ley writes thus; 


Whoever was excommunicated, was ly the Divino Suffrages 
are in an 


the People. The Original Words he quotes, 
eite 8 People indeed; but ſo miſetably pointed, 


ſo 


N milapply'd here, chat (to ſpeak the Trath) 


at it. St. Cyprian wrote to his 
. — lad 


ſided with Fxliciſimus; ä 
dence. they bad. met mtb the Puniſhment 


without my Knowledge (ſays he) and beyond what-1 ui d, 
and even whilft, I ſaid nothing, and excuſed their Fault, thoſe 


confederate-, and wicked. M retabes, (ſays he) not caſi out by 


4. have ef their own Accord turm d out themſelves; convitted 
in their own Conſcience, they pronoum d their own Sentince, 

according. to your Divine Suffrages... What can be plainer 
here, than this? Ther neither . Cyprien, nor. his Glo, 
nor. his People, had any hand in this extraordinary Excom- 
munication. r 


— Separation, and nothing more in it. But 
thoſe, Words of ag Biſhop 4551 — 
Geh — to.your Divine Suffrage bon 


as J juſt now ſaid, (and have prov 
Word Suſfrage does almoſt always 


ther's Language; namely, that el 


cleſtã ſponte ſe pellerent. 


e 2 Bk Y — — 
121. rn Ae wee, Ep. 40 


er 
ad Wy] Edit. Pamel. yel Ep. 43. Edit, Oxon. $ 1. 


F De Dei Providentia, nobis nec yolentibus, nec optantibus, imd et 
ignoſcentibus et tacentibus, pœnas quas meruerant rependerunt, ut A no- 
bis non ejecti ulerò ſe ejicerent ipſi in ſe pro conſcientia ſua, ſententiam 
da rent, ſecundum veſtra divina E E et ſcelerati 8 Ec- 
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pline; and to prove, that Cen/ures paſs d by the Votes and 
of the By eople, as well as of any of the Clergy - 
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they dgſerv d; fo 


eee ee I 6, a4 


at > this. 
in in du Ih Fe 1 
Schiſ- 
maticks had done What rhe — well apm ov of, 


— at. aa as ans. a aaa 
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E Priniitine-Chunch; —_ EE 223. 


| and lad it hund bei fo.1 What fore of Tranſlation hae. 

fore ths lured Author gave us of this: Paſlage, and what 
ce tn hw wee pong eee, 

tis to counte · 

To tha Applic of 3 of 1 the Reader may ice, by com- 


f. it, with the 
Teo * Period, N. vb 1 l have jt 


the Margin. 
Tu all the Authority, offer'd- for the Peoples i 
2 in the Cenſures of the Primitive Church. But 


then, | 
Secondly, To, prove #bey.could logſ,. as well 28 bind, the 
* aſſures us, the Penitents apply d. themſelves to this Er- 
2 Court of bis for 1 > Abſolution, For, St. Cy». 
tian (he finds) among other things tells us, that the 
+ Life and Demeanour of the: Penitent mut to be look'd ingo / 
( re. be woes ale end therefore concludes, it muſt 
e 
1 0 3 that or 
text in the Place where it is, W N 
as that, I muſt own tis a Way of Reaſoning I cannot 1 
comprehend ; and therefore ſhall leaye it to the more ju- 2 
dicious Reader to make the molt of it he can. 2 ._ 
Axp by the fame way of Reaſoning 3 he ſup- W 
ports all thoſe poſitive and important of his, 
to this Matter; namely, that the Aan 
of all che e eee 
t of 5 t of 
pert Perſon's the K be of | a. 
ting Aud, Te Right. Fart or a Gall — 2 3 
the Churc ht of continuing Offenders for 
a longer or [ES time in t 8 Penitentiary Station, and 
3 or Power +4. to gal or abſokve them ; | 
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130. . 
2 vita ejus qui agit nm, 1 55 12. Bis Pa 
mel. 2 17. . Oxon. F 1, $ Enq. p. 126. 
j| 1bid,. * Pag. 129. 1 Pag. 130. | 
TEED | inſomuch 
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ind much that the Tr of the Biſhop's 
gy Hands upon them , was u meer Dedlarative Au, 


the Church Peace. Now, not to trouble the Neader 


with a Repetition of what has ſo largely been clear d be- 
made both of his 
Cauſes within his own 


fore; concerning the Uſe St. C 
Clergy and People,” as well in 
Private Conſiſtory, as in that eminent Council for Trial 
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Wer 
into the Conftitytion and..D:ſcipline. of the, Pri- 
mitive Church, I leave it to the Reader to 


—.— how 1 1 learned . 1 Wald 


| Wide 

115 — Hat to conſider the Unity of che Churchs) 
in Order to clear up —— of Antiquity; - impor- 
tant Point of Schifin, which. d rightly defined ee 


| nquiry might. be thor 1558 the Cale üb 
ſtated for us, we have three or four gorts of 12 
enquire into, inſtead of one: For Church. Un he 
is to be differently underſtood according t the different Accep- 
tations of the Mord Church; that i, (as he ex . lains him 
ſelf) there is ons ſort of Unity peculiar ta.the Gathlick or © 
Univerſal , Church; * another 10 4 Church Collective; . 4 
third (we may lay) 10 4 Provincial Church, for he $ diſtin» 
* them | ifs geren a Unity b.. 
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weng 10 6 mene. — er) Pavachiat Church, 
r Terms A 
| in this 
Tusa rc of our fx Primicve Nodionof Church 
Unity,/ tho? nota Inſtance given 

cients who ſo e derbe think all the Re- 
cords of the Primitive Times colild afford him one. U; 

or Schiſm, upon whatſoever Occaſions the Ancients fj 

of them, are repreſented in uniform Terms, and ey _ 


Where We z 4 12 a J a Kean AE 
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al or a 

from any — meet * in the — Ä - Fine 

Church; and conſe the fach' Sorts of Unity are ſo too. 
However, V this ingenious Author's ſin- 


gular Speculations z not doubt bat they'll all center 
. * true, and individual at laſt. 

begins with. tho Unity of the Church-Uriyettal; 
— meer Rite 


e eee (ap e con er 
TH1s Propoſition is ſo fr true, that the Catholick 


Ritus u Onftoms. 
Church did not « Atet and: Cuftoins tor all 


patricular Churches: Nor (en che other hand) did par- 


tieukir Churches impoſe their on Rites and Cuſtoms 
one another; and therefore, I pro HRT 
the Unity of the Catholiek: Churcly/and that ot particu 


ſhould be diftingaiſtyd this 
Joo Jo che mean Time, . e Flute 


might lawfully indifferent Rites and Cufſtonry 

on her own mer be ris dee Anchor + ci 
whete own) and ifithey hwfully impoſe them, 
they they might lawful! by cores teek'2s would moe Bip 


a 2 or Oppoſition to the 
Hel Orders of their on Geh, was a jeſt Cauſe of 


Centure. in —— Open _—_ Enquiry quotes 
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find himſelf wholly caſt out 
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| ht — 1 ts 
him for it; now todachis 2 find | 


own Church, the Law of 
know) deny d Communion/in any 
a Contentious Member of an 


Part of of her: 80 — 
Church might 
m the Catholick Church, 
tho' it were for mcer Non-Conformity to indifferent Rites 


| and Cuſtoms in his owng' and therefore this indefigive 


Negative, Þ think, does not hold that the Uni 
of the Cutholick Church did in no wiſe: conſiſt in an 
niformity of Rites and Quſtoms, fince it was liable to be | 


loft for want of ir. But, 
a (dps be) in n 
N 


SzconDLY, Neither did it 
Unanimity of Conſent hes rh. ner . yt 


*. Term of: 


To v e ade I may 
ae Ge What I fill of the yay thoꝰ the 
Cat Church enjoin d chem not; yet where any of 
them were decided one way or the other, and enjdimd 

to be receiv d eicher by Authority 


| of A Purticular er Pro- 
vincial Church; f any Member of ſuch Church -or Char- 
ches ſhould break Communion, and be eenſur'd on Ae- 
count of them, the Catholick Church would no more re- 
ceive ſuch a Cenſur'd than ſhe would the former. 
TI put the Caſe in that very Inſtance e 

es us of Non-effenti Points: the 
A of his Province, — ory Heretiea] - 
Baptiſm ſhould not be 'Valid awongf them; this Decree 
was binding to the whole Province, as the Enquirer owns, 
where he f {peaks of che Obligation of Provincial Canons 
in general) and if binding, then ſuch as would act contra 
le to Cenſurs; and would the 


it, were juſtly 
Citholick aig {a6 we think) reccive/inro Commia⸗- 


nion any ſuch Member, which either St. Cyprian or any 
Biſhop in his Province, ſhould have cenſur'd for re ob- 
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246 2s Ori ee my 
| ſerving bat Decree'6f theirs, tho“ the Point alk here 
acknowledg d to be Non- eſſential? By the Laws of the 
Catholick — we know they could not. So that 
the general, Negatrve ſeems not to bold in this Particular 
neither. 
j Bur let us:ſee the learned Eg 's ſpecial Author - 
ty, in this Caſe of Now-eſſentials.” Tot Martyr * (ſays 
he) would receive the Jewiſh Converts uo adbered to the 
Moſaical Rites into Church- Fellowſhip and Communion with 
him, if they did it only through Weakneſs and did not per- 
ſuade others to it; therefore every; ane was left to believe in 
thoſe leer (Non. eſſential) Matters (ſays he) ac Cod ſbould 
_ inform_ them. Now, if every one were ſo left to God and 
themſelves, then why not the Gentile Converts as well as 
the Jews iv this. ular Inſtance ? . And ꝓet St. Paul 
T tells them, F they ſhould be circumcis d, Chriſt qu, pro- 
fit them nothing. Nor did Juſtin himſelf allow them that 
Liberty. The Obſervation of the Moſaical Rites there- 
fore was, either not thought a Non; eſſential Point, (and 
then tis unduly quoted for an Inſtance of it here) or elle 
the Church did not allow that every one ſhould believe in 
thoſe Matters as they thought fit, or (if it pleaſes better) 
4 God ſbould inform: them; ſo that this Inſtance, fo little 
proyes the Propoſition it was ht for, — it rather 
proves the contrary; beſides, Men are, ſenſible, I 
lieve, that Juſin Martyr in that g early Age, andſſ pecu- 
or Country he' liv'd in, was not ſway d by his own pri- 
vate „re but had: a fair 
=. Plea of the Opinion and Practice of the bi gheſt Autho- 
to rity in the Church for what 8 which 1 take to be 
by the only true Warrant i ſor concluding any difficult 
"_ to be:Non-efſencial n dee 
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ſides, appears by what has been faid. 
Ge, appen'by what * Whoſoever 
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1 it is ſcarce conceivable how the Church of 
9 Fundamentals themlelyes, which 
are committed to their Truſt, 

8 little then the two Negative Definitions of Ca- 
tholick: Unity diſtipguiſh it 22 ular Kind be- 
The Inference drawn 
impoſed on particular 
Churches the Obſervance of their peculiar Ritts and Cuſtoms 
quere eſteem d not as Preſervers and Maintainers, but. as Vi- 
olators, and Breakers of the Church's Unity and Concord ; 
for ſo Victor of Rome was (fays he) for exatting of the 
Ea Chee i. hep Eater a thy id in the 1 
His Inference ſeems calculated for the Au- 
has own. ſingular Notion of a Primitive Particular 


| Corky, and not lo much to inform us, (What his Ex- 


ſhews) that a Church in the Weſt could not im- 
op e Cuſtoms on a Church in the Eaſt, (which none 
would diſpute with him) as that no Rikog of 2 


| whatſoever (from Eaſt to Wet ) 


Rites and Cuſtoms 1 gen hn 2 5. boca 
every Co in his Opinion, was a 

r 15 i © Ya he has clear! a 

ous 1 „ Is. fu clearly prov” 
the Primitive Dioceſes A been no more e 
Congregational CO * I take to be ſufficient- 
n ly. that they could not have 
been truly Catholick or Apoſtolical Churches, if they had 
conſiſted of more, which he has not ſo much as attemp- 
AF rove, (tho? it might well have been expected from 
ſhall leave the Reader and him. to make the beſt 
pes can of the Arguments he has offer d for it with- 
the Three firſt Centuries, and to cenſure, as they think 
all the celebrated Biſhops of the Ages immediately fol- 
— which I make no doubt they freely own to have 
reſided over Churches of more Congregations than one, 
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ſttoms to be 


and conſequent 


d in All. 
THE Inference from the mer 


— NKillz ® — 
| 7 partieular Per- 


* r 
= were in Ii 'd as- Pk of #hiCharths 
Unity and Concord. For Thus (Rs he ) Stephen. Biſhop 'of 
Rome vas chdemn'd by other Biber, for anuthemati⁊ 
Cyprian (Biſnop of a he bela the buptifis of 
Hrreticts to be null and v04d 
IN this Inference you may obſerve, that the Words 
whoſoever and particular Jr Perſe ſons are indefinitely named, and 
Terms, at firſt; but in the — given for 
the Proof of it, they are exphaim d by I of one 
Church impoſing his Non- eſſentials on the Biſh eg of a- 
nother. Now, if the Inſtance explains the full 
A 1 pn. (as it ought to do) then the ae . — 
. m wathout Exception , 
deſerves all OM wt Words of Craelty, Tyranny, and the 
like, which this zealous Enquirer fixes upon him; and the 
Reaſon is plain, becauſe the one Biſhop had no manner of 
Jurisdiction ever the other; and beſides, the Biſhop of a 
ee n in a private capacity as vnber 
particular Perſous are, when a Fotcigh Biſhop at- 


(tays he) oui im- 


to impoſe a Point of Doctrine upon him, Mhich 
is ocherwiſe — in his own Church. St. Ci 
Maxim is applicable in ſuch a caſe, he Church 


in the D, and the Bi) in the Church; at leaſt, it 
was notoriouſly ſo, in the preſent caſe between Stephen and 
St. Cypriun „ for Stephen's Controvety was not with F the 
Pee f 3 9 ar er n, but 


* 


— — — 
* . . RET | | 
* Enquiry, p. 136. 
22 Stephanus non tantum ſententiam ſuam eb cyprianum et 
ſynodum Africanam etiam iteratam protulie , ſed et ipſum et epiſcopos 
contraria tentientes, abſtinendos eſſe puravit , ut tum Cyprianiis tum 
* diſertis verbis teſtantur. Annal. Cypr. ad 4. P. 256. 
3 83 . K 


with 


„5% ⁵˙˙w oa et. CC Tz 


tie Primitive dun, &. 29 a 
with bit whole Dioceſe , (ny bis Provime indeed) tnſo- 
much at be proceeded — all alitr, for mot re 
that Nt Potnt in diſpute between them, as he | 
his Bifhops had decreed it at Rowe, This was T Tyra 
a Witneſs , and if nhl Tt had meant no 
than this, as his and Quotations no m 
it had been fair to . his whoſoever, and his me 
Prrſum with ſome of Reſtriction 88 them * But 
they are left at large (you ſee ) chat the 
remain an univerſal Propofition ſtill, tho” the Proof | 
Was in a particular and fingular cafe only; b the ea this 
his F in Non-effentials might be liable to no ſort 
of check or controul, 3 or at home: In- 
fomuch that if a Synod of Biſhops in any Province or 
the Chriſtian Church, ſhould es r Onbei 3 
e ch? is impartial Nor d 
Fu in t udgment ad. 
pinion of it, (as both the African and Enyopean Biſhops 
lainly qu the ae ketone f) at 
d require the Su in r Juriſclictions 
to conſent to it, (as thoſe Biſnops on one fide and the o- 
ther certainly did) they muſt bè cenſur d as Schiftmarical- 
Violators of the concord of the Church, according to the 
Inference drawn by this karned Author from his Nega- 
tive Definition of Unity in che Church Univerſal ; not- 
withſtanding we are fully aſſured, that the Univerſal Church 
itſelf did peaceably allow all thoſe: celebrated Churches to 
uſe that Liberty within chemiſelves, and none but the f- 
rious Biſnqp of Rome himſelf (whom all Chriftian'Church- 
es beſides exclaim'd againſt for it) did ever think the Sa. 
cred Unity of the Church was violated by it. But _ 
to proceed to his poſitive Definition, which is this? 
e Unity of the Church Univerſal (lays he) poftively 
conſiſted, in an harmonious Aſſent to the Eſſemtial Articles of 
Religion, or in an unanimous Agreement in the Fundamentals 
of Faith and Doctrine. This is true; dor whether the 
. Whole "OY is not fo char. | 
Tux 


Head) that the Devil found out Herefies and Schiſms t0 di- 


9 Ee mn 
Nenn 
* + 

: 


3 : 250 41 Origins Draught of. . 


Tux Unity, of the/Catholick Church was two ways 


liable to 


be broken; by Here, and by Schiſm, ſq 1 
tells us from St. Cyprian, (under this very 


wide the. Unity. Now, in oppoſition to Hereſies, the Uni- 
ty did conſiſ, no doubt of it, in an unanimous Agreement in 
Fundamentals of Faith and Doctrine. And this Fengus par- 
ticularly meant in the Quotation here produced from him, 
"the Carne of his whole Book indeed implies , which 
Ty dire 8 wrote againſt Hereſies: But does our learned 
uthor's D 8 | 
7 Church conſiſted, in vppoſition to Schiſm allo 2 
' (which was the main Motive of his Enquiry. into it, as 
he Gays himſelf, 5 1. of this Chapter.) If the Unity of the 
Epiſcopacy be admitted by him for one of his Fundamentals, 
need raiſe no farther controverſy about it at preſent ; 
but if he exclude that (as his manner of explaining it, 
nnd his different Uſe of it afterwards, give us juſt reaſon 
to think he does) I muſt take leave to fay, bis poſitive 
Definition is imperfect, and appeal to the Primitive Fathers 
themſclves , if the Unity of the Epiſcopacy was not abſo- 
lutely eſſential to the Unity of the Catholick Church. 
St. Cyprian, in the fame Breath, (I may ſay) wherein 
he exemplifies the Unity of the Church in the Words of 


St. Paul, + One Body and one Spirit, one Hope of your Cal. 


Jing, one Los d, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God. He ade 
25 to the reſt; Let jag decerve the 7 
with a Lye, let no Man corrupt the Truth of our Faith with 
am treacherous prevarication, the Epiſcopacy is one; 
it a treacherous corruption of the truth of the Faith (you 
ſe.) to deny that: And that it was the Epiſcopacy of 


* En. p. 160. Diabolus hæreſes invenit et Ichiſtria lata, quibus ſcin- 
'deret unitatem. pr. de Unit. Eccl, 5 2. 


Dominus, una fides, unum baptiſma, unus Deus. Nemo fraterni- 
tatem mendacio fallat , nemo fidei veritatem perſidã przyaricatione 
-corrtumpat; epiſcopatus eſt unus. Cujus à ſingulis in wobdum pars te · 
netur, Cypr. de Unit. Eccl. $ 4. p. 108. Edit. Oxon, 


: 


the 


efinition tell-ys wherein the Unity of the U- 


f Unum corpus, et unus ſpiritus, una ſpes yocationis veſtræ, unus 


E . , SES 


5 ** N 
— - uv. 4 k 


__ "the Primitive Chiath; &c. 251 
* | the Univerſal Church, and not of any particular one, Which | 
he ſo affirm'd to be hut one, is evident beyond exception, 
by what he immediately ſays of it, that each Biſbop bald 
no' more than a' part of it, tho they were intereſted for 
the whole. S eos Os "ov. "4", hf 1 
Bor notwithſtanding this Evidence, which runs 
throughout all St. Cyprian's Works, and the fame Princi- 
ple recciv'd by the whole Primitive Church, our learned 
Author ſeems ſo little to allow this Unity of the Epiſco- 
pacy for a common Bond of Unity to the Church-Uni- 
that he mentions nothin 1 ſee) either in 
his Negative, or Poſitive, Definitions of it: But, on the 
e e his own * ſingular Opinion, 
| that Primitive Schiſm reſpected only a particular Church" 
he produces St. Cyprian's Notion , under that Head, as 2 
current proof of his particular or Parochial Unity, in con- 
tradiſtinction to that of the Church Univerſal; tho, to 1 
make it bend to that Deſign, he was obliged to tranſlaſere 
the Holy Father's Words ( as he had done once f before) | 
contrary to his plain Meaning in them, and the genuine 
Signification of them. . I'll repeat the g Quotation, and 
let the Reader judge: The Words (as he tranſlates them, 
Eng. pag. 166.) are theſe; God is one, Chriſt-is ane, the 
Church is one, the Rock on which the Church is built is one, 
(a very unlikely Preface, you'll ſay, to introduce the U- 
nity of a ſingle Pariſh-church byz but obſerve what 
follows; N herefore ( ſays the Enquirer's Tranſlation) 10 
ere a new Altar, and conſtitute a new Biſhop, beſides the one 
Altar and one Biſhop, is imprafticable. | had St. Cypri 
an ſaid this, one might have thought, indeed, by his ſpea- 
king of one Biſhop, and a new Biſhop, and no more than ſo, 
this Clauſe of the Period might have had ſome Reference 
to the Unity or Schiſm of a particular Church, (and for 


* FS. — 


* Enq. p. 168. | Te. 2. p. 23. 8 
Deus unus, et Chriſtus unus, et una Eccleſia, et Cathedra una fn. 
per Petrum Domini voce fundata : aliud altare conſtitui, aut ſurerdoti- 
um novum fieti, præter unum altare , et unum /ace: dotium, non poteſt. 


that 


tere was not only à new Bi 


— — wa 
Reafem, no doubt, the tranſlated it ſa.) But 
| 2 dr, we ſee, are [ Unum | ee: 


mop, but the entire Order of them in the Church, or Lin 
his own as 'we-obſery'd but now) the E- 
| each Biſhop held u part. And this is 
in the Catholick Church, Which 
the Halo 1 n, declares to be fo ab- 
ſolutely One, rr 


Inſtances of indiviſible Unity which we find here in the 


ſame Poriod with it: A plain Proof, that no Breach of it 
could be made in any ſingle Church whatloever ; but the 
whole Epi was broken, and the Schiſm 
mult, % fafto, extend to the Church - Univerfal. 
A few Words, the Difference between the Primitive 
Church and the Enquirer, in this Matter, lies here. The 
; bow vive particular Church 
(had a new Bi 
— 


d upon them; and th tems to ſee no 
ry or Innovation yer made in the Church of Chriſt 

Whereas the Primitive Church was ſenſible, that 
Schiſmatically made in 


that (particular Church, but a new Prizfthond, or a new E- 
Piſcopary , ſpringing up by means of it, which ſtood in o- 
— Tag ition with that one Prieſthood , or one Epi 

n e dad 


a5 a mew Priefthoed) with the 
and the Authority as n 

leſs they All jointly diſavow'd the Uſurpation, and every 
Biſhop of the Church (as ſoon as they had any cogni- 
zance of it) utterly renounced all correſpondence and 
Communion with the Authors or Abetters of it; for it 
equally * them 1 So immediately did every par- 


ticular | 
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. ins übe 2 2 


ticular Schiſm, without other intervening Act in che 
cale, influence — EY 


Unity of it. 2 
Things appear. { 


- Fiom- whence thaſs tuo 
Fu, That was no flight Error in Is Kb; 
rer to render St. Cyprian 


due. Tranſlation of a ww Biſhop, inſtead of a now Prieff- 
_— 'twas the main on which the Contro- 
and had it rightly render d, would 
e urch and he dif- 
fer d about thoſe important Points of Unity and Scbiſm. 


That the whereby the Enqui- 
ee th 2 of a 2 


9 nauum {acer dotiuns, erty nl | 


mig infuente other Chuvehes , namely; by admitting a. 72 


en Cn Fer n or | Follow» 
ers; or ELotters approving 
their: . are of * different confideration from. | 
the Point in queſtion here: or ORs OT, 

other Churches might actually become Schifmaticks, as 
well. as the Principals themſelves; but how all Chriftian 
Churches ( in the of the Primitive Fathers ) 
were 9/0 fas injur'd, and their Carholick Unity imme- 
diately broken, by 'by « Sehiſ breaking out in any A 
lar ch, 2 Church Vage cies | 
or approv'd of them: Which was not (you fee ) 
„r ( I / Enqui 
gument ) Schiſmatic — 

ranger pie Z into the Church of Chriſt, Et 
wherein they were Fade, but ngiverſally con- 


Cern d. 
T's true, St. G well knew, from the Na- 
itſelf, ra Schiſm nk 


ture of the Thing 
med hy fore Members” of x nad Sure 
nüt 
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the Guilt of ſuch a Breach, 9 1 
- whence Schiſm muſt ariſe, and ſo much the Enquirer's ſe- 


veral * Quotations from him ſhew; 2 them 
| D_ vidences that Schiſm ref only thoſe parti- 
| urches, and no more; -W 

Cyprian comes to cloſe thoſe Diſcourſes, and to tell the 


cs . this Reaſon ſoi dit, ( which the 
tranſcribed amongſt the reſt too ) becauſe , 
Catbolick Church, which is om, is not rent nor 


Enquirer has 
0 1 _ 


knit and coupled together hy the cement of her Biſbops 3 


- 1a;une,another. As if he had plainly ſaid, that no Schilmn 


can be made, bur the Catholick Church and all the Bi. 


ſhops of it mult be injur'd at once; and this plain c 
L 2 wee faſlicient 
. 5 to lay ſuch 
thetical "SAP ok 
2 1 PF with. them; 
Enquirerg makes a great Argument again for 
Primitive Parochial Schiſm)-whereas if the Sin of 
chiſm was the conſequence of their Diſobedience, which 
is. agreed as well on one fide as the other; the Reaſon, 
was equal at leaſt, take it in which ſenſe we pleaſe, for 
that zealous t ta warn them ſo affectionately againſt 
itz or if any Di the would rather look 
the other way; that their Crime extended farther than 
FFC 
8 Were equent 2 as 
ſerves them to be: poi this cannot be 
we remember St. 2 s Notion of the One ROY which, 


a 8 nata 6: fans (chilmara, &c. Hi ſunt A atque co- 
8 &c.. Inde ſchiſmara et hæreſes oborc ſunt, &cc. 


66, 16 
foe fs 9 Quando Ecdeſia, quiz Carhdlicz una 


ob- 


by, 


abi — ſacerdotum glutino copulata. Cypr. Ep. 69. * Oxon. 
be 


N - 60 $ Enquiry, p. 169. 


when the ſame St. 
|  Schiſmaticks how their Guilt came to be ſo great; he 


upon all Chriſtians to 


/ 
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doubted indeed, if 


. ib. p. 167, ad From, © Quatihs 
a non fit neque diviſa, ſed ſit utique connexa, et coherentium 


| the Primitive Church Ke.. 255 
he meant; (as all the Ancients did Warts | 
debe set. bee Church, as I have ſhewn before 
ArrEx all, the Enquirer * undertakes to make his 
Thefis clear, (beyond exception) by ——— 
Feliciſſimus's Sn i in the Church of Cage 108 
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of Novatian at Rome; and to that p ſhews at 9 


that were call'd Schilmaticks, a — 
as — they neither caus'd SEED 
paration from uy other Churches, but or a 


againſt 
8. 


of the 1. 
** — Church? Did their 


upon „ beyond what 
deſery'd? No, —— on Account of his ſettled Judg- 


with him } 
now 


A — WAR 
| tas wn eos, facerdetam belies) thy contra 
cab er ae 25 Ke "Edit, Oven. 5 
5 ſe ab eccleſiz vinculo, atque a ſacerdorum collegio a 
qui epi dead: nec unitatem voluit temere, nec pacem. pr. Ep. 55. 
p. 112, Ea. Om. . 
4 That 


ey | 
wit hm according o the Cut Principe we. * "1 


1 9 e e 


Sch in is ige. l Wen 
| — but im iti uſual. and reſnaimd /+ 
„ And again, f Tt Scbiſim, 
re, e, Church or Far 
| CE Ende — And again, 
ally the Unity of one Church, and virtually Fall. 
In Sirene 
DE Ie Ee Eon 
nerſals, and in what large: fen/e that: ſhould it 
peed no more than a particular Church any, (as be af 
firms of it) is too much for me to conceive. : Originally, 
indeed, it a' particular Church, ſo far, that in one 
or other of ray a originally break out; but that 
it reſpected — — uentially any, is but the 
ſame Miſtake again, (Which awer d before) that nove 
7 2 inion) but fach as became 


Schiſmaticks themſchves. And laſtiy, how. this Catholick 


| Unity was broke, and ns can Leven, nuf pr for 
me. again. . 
meet with , . er Rn 
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e 24 
"ie tht they bk the Dany te | 
Church whereof they were Members, yet they 
A in the Unity of the Church Univer ai hall ; 
if the Points in controverſy between therm were 
of Rites or Non-cffentials 3 and if the Uni- 
had been admitted for an eſſential 
3 

urc t comfort 
7 6 Ude, bad bern loſt 


S ery 1 
whole Se of Diver nities 

5 er; as (1 * 3 
F have ve here gy of I have 


4 4. » 4.46. ah 


* 'Enq. p. 180. Pag. 162. 
res 173. Pag. 168. 


"the Banane Chand, "4 ES 
11 Naw eben bur keck Nöte agel of lug Dit 
been ries Unity of a Cfitech Calli##te; and rhat'of 
Church Ohwver/#1; Betauſe he Had een 
Account of thar. For the Uity of A Ch e 
he) may Davy confifiet in a brotherly cor#2fpondtnce i 
affotlio townrdy each ober; - which hey ditionfirated 
outward expreſſions of Woe" anit nder as by receiving 425 
* F euch others, We e and. 


> of love' and concord. 7 45 onthe other and , the rilation 

( he) h., duch Particular Chutc® and the . 
Ctarch ( Y was this, Thar ar ont member 

Nutural Boch has a regard” to alÞ the” other members t 4 

Fenn, e 72.9 

7's gel of einn, 

obſerving, their con- 


Univer/ql's the Bj 

0V8Y all other Chr 

Gn, and gong hw ah cena their owt; an ſeut 1 

on anorher for advice aud detifion in Aue Points : 

thoſa, e caſts, There was @ corre 

pondenco hertervn Porta Charches of the Uni 

Now, Where rhe! dfn,, Uniry of 4 Colkitive Church, 
from that Laer N ties in this Acconnt. of thewn, 

I muſt le | o enquire 5 | for, L canfeſs, I can | 


Aw thus having: confideret the {nerd Kinds of b. 


00! another by 57 or geri; and other jj | 
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nities propoſed, T may; conclude. (I rliibk) what I fit 


rem k in reſpect of at leaſt, for 
the ſake of which this Diverſity was Cocefe 1 
they all center in thar one maividuat'Uniry, which all An- 
tiquity attrihudeck to the Cathalick Cyureh, of Chrilke . 
_ _ Oww Point under this Head, is fill bellind, and fb na- 
cefſury to be ſettled, rhat the 1 5 of che whole Cbap- 
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ufa Paſtor. This gave him Occaſion to enquire, what h 
= - n r 
; Enquiry, proper on all Sides ; whether the 5 Were | : 
tl 
7 
1 


Piortiaular only, or an Univer/al one, ſince Schiſm was a 

7 ** and 1 of STS to 8 in 

_ *this Enquiry with him, rincipal Term in the Que 

I Figs rſt be rightly 485 eee eee 

Separation, if it be meant according to the Point in | 
._ _ | Queſtion here, muſt imply' not a bare Abſtaining from e 
| Communion with the Paſtor, but ſetting up ano- 8 
ther alſo in his ſtead; for otherwiſe a formal Schiſm was I 
not yet made; which Diſtinction N hint to the Rea- ; 
der, becauſe, tho the Queſtion itſelf 


ſuppoſe this $ F Altar againſ - wan 1 2 
| e this Setting up v ar againſt Altar , as well as 
Forbedring to companies yet in the Proofs and Prece- a 
dents offer'd for it, and in the Inference drawn from them 3x 
* at the laſt, he will find they are promiſcuouſly uſed with- 
out this due Diſtinction; whereas tis evident by the whole | 
OEconomy and Principles of the Primitive Church, that 
cauſes mig I not joining in Communion witng 
2 a Paſtor, thro' ſome Fundamental corruption ( for Exams. 
ple) in the very Service of his Church; and yet the fame ' 
erſons, who leave him for it, may not be authorized to 
1 ve _ 3 by No another in his Place.” 
| neceſſa uiſites Nang or conſtituting Biſhops 
in the — * imes (as we have ſeen ny, be- 
fore) is ſufficient proof of this; and the learned Enquirer 
in, the cloſe of this very Head g declares, that "tapas a- 
- wolch'd by all, that Synods did depoſe all thoſe Biſbops that 
e 1012 of criminal or ſcandalous Enormities : As he- 
oon ' dll before allo, that the Biſhops of the Province were 
to be call'd in (at me and their conſent obtain'd ,. be- 
fore any Biſhop of the Primitive Church could be legal- 


_— y F 


— 
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Enq. p. 166, 7. 
1 Cap. 3. & 6. ſupra, 
Eng. p. 165. 

Ib. p. 47, 49. 


he Primitive Charch,” ke. . "259 "il 
) nlinired ( be calls) ve ered in their f lace. From | 
theſe conſiderations of confels'd Matter of Fick, it miſt 
follow, that the Peoples Part in any Separation ( be the 
Occaſion never ſo ju could amount to no more, 
chan « bare Abſtaining froth a Pali ad FE 
thority ſhould dale thelr-ctuninal ; provide a. 
nother for them. 
AnÞ-if we ber thoſe Prendiſſis in mind, Whilſt dye 
examine all this learned Author offers upon tis Subjet, 1 
we ſhall find it comes to juſt the ſame ching 
more might be intended by u. "His whole Account of it 
' The job cauſe 0 gs he) fe Sepatationg. 
— ( a Separation, 
Furt, Apoftacy from' 
% rudy, Ee 


is that of the Re 


ſtacy , 

ſhops, Baflides and fr Auer, whoſe relapſi 

in Time of Perſecution was notorious; and 2 
ple ſhould ſeparate from them, and join in Communion 
with others, was approv'd by St. Cyprian and his Synod , 
in that + Epiſtle the Enquirer refers- to for it. But how 
Nn when the Mrican 1 
on go? Did th Pepe, or py of te er 

Did the People, or any of the inferiour C 

| eir Churches wick them, turn their Apoſtate Bip, 
ou of ah ple and, by their own AZ and 
ſubſtitute others in their room? N * * like 1 if you'll 
believe the Synod itſelf in that caſe? they repro- 
ſent the Matter (in the fame Epi) choſe wrap 
. 2 ers, in the ſame 
laced in their <4 808, Felge che People erf . 
— * to t. Cyprian and his Coutdil about 7 X 


or not comm with them; only by the un 
| — in favour of wo 
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3 whatever 
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mer 8 2 that cafes. the Attica: — 


d and Warranted the People to ſeparate from their fir: 


Iamolstrous Biſhope, aud a ji Comte nh tele whe 
| ES NG 1 have ſheun 

I do 1. 87 Jab — oing! Aud 

— whatſoever, thbs - 

And this is all; the Cy 

he, namely, that: of 

For what the Infance or Example, 


no a Separation, in an 


Jule 
Idelaty: 
N 2 the * 1 upon it. 


Alek ee . 


But, 
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the Primitiva 


ir . of ehr Idolatrous 


e were conſeions enough of 
ſuch Time a the gerad 
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1 Eng. ib. Oporter longe fugere ab eis. ew. I. 1. 


Si habyeris accuſationem e et 1 cle: 


ſia Cogmarymn. Orig. Hom. 7. in 
his 


2 to be the Suhſtanos of —_— 


Co ee 4 245 ao arcs 4i oo 
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| A © Ae As "yl 26x 
| his Ger: „We find his Orthodox Peppjc Till 
1 Service of the ene, bim, Chis He. 


2 fron him b. we. while, Try tw 

from him all t 

Flues mots dummy au gravel e e 

4% us ie h Pins the Connell relate Is — 

„ The Separation in dis ciſe therefore was ma - 
3 The warchfil Biiops of che ſeveral Chur- 


Alarm of bis Hereſy, 
— 15 e i 22 


and au- 
theorck Manger for bs Po People, who for that war- 
-rantable courſe ef being red from him; truſt- 
iy te Donner GOP Bots go! gr of tis 
"9 amn 
. K of our Meet Lord, that he will be 
with his Church for yer. 
ban, As to che Matter b W tel 
Lie, 6 lerrued himfelf, and the venerable Au- 
moss be eites, are divided abort * the Mades of Separation 
—— RY ie 
ther mms Powir and Hiuthori ty , withayr 
of offer bierchen might rave and h-. 
n {hte lays ) e ith 
feems to be E 


bout a fri ey 2 'of her ( 3, 5 


eee te to off in them to 
charge him of His Paltoral care ot them, and to pro- 
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vide -another Binttop or ry = 5 ; for de ſets 
* mion, which in bis 
_— e 1 Synolical Au- | 
une iv Roe 
Ms Ig Sogn 3 ore den oon ke ce 
| — 1 ” EA 1 Sao = — 


a, eo day On nd, 2 Ne Aal , * 
be r C. 30, * | 

15 bogs 9H er * 
Ks Ib „p. 165, * | 
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oo: iv tn Orighnal — 8 
=o rather have ſeen already indeed.) phat the Mit 


he refers to, allows no ſich Popul — L 7115 © fon 
and diſplacing Paſtors for ther whit cos of a Fan 
lous or 1 Life ; for tis the very r Synod, and 
ſame iſtle of theirs he here ap Mee which he ci 
Juſt before in the caſe of the ou Spaniſh Biſhops z 
who being not Apoſtates only, but vicious and — 
Mien too, the Synod conſider d them in both reſ 
their Anſwer to the Clergy and P of their 

who wrote for their Advice about them and . — 
Occaſion to the ꝗynod ſeverally to declare, in many 
ſages of that Epiſtle, how unworthy either Vicious or I- 


dolatrous Biſhops. were to 49 as the Altar of GOD; 
ſo it did to this Enquirer alſo to make a double Uſe and 


Application of it; whereas in reſpect to the Peoples So- 


paration from one, and joining in Communion with ano- 
ther (which is the caſe — us here) tho Synod's Judg- 
ment was the ſame, as well in to the Immorality, 


o 1 J 


. _.s to the Idolatry of their Biſhops In both caſes it had 


immediate reference to the condition the pt ane were in, 
1 Difficulties they were driven to, of having Rival 
* (on „ „and on the o- 
he odical fo up) and the Synod's Determination 
| Xa was That fince they had Biſhops ſo regu- 
. ry provided for them, and the other ſo juſtly deprived, 
50 ſhould from the one who were 
open 1 join mu- 
nion with the who could be charged with neither, 
notwithſt the Biſhop of Rome, ſome other nea- 
rer ho Gureed them Fom vin ſo; and this was 
the 84. 
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which has e 
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courſe to the Synodical * E iel, and t 
can find this Diſt oy 


if he 
ed there to an ” 


Churches whatſoever, 70 deſert their criminal Bl | 
their own Authority, and Aſem of other Churches , 
in ſuch a ſenſe a5 is affirm'd here. To proceed then to 


the other Authority for it, 

Fenn, F Gays he, was of the fame Mind with this 

African Council; and I doubt not, but he was; but not 

in the Senſe intended here: The 5 Paſſage quoted for ic 1 

from that Father, nike pn mach. we i betty . 

applicable to the Point in hand, if the learned Seger 

„ The jon before 4 

us 8, what the P þ arc to do in caſe of candal and 

Immorality in their Biſhops, his Faith and Principles in 

the mean Time ſound and Orthodox; but Irenexs, 1 

in the Place quoted cre, was f of the || woft v 
cious Hereticks of thoſe tines , icolas the Deacon , 
Cerinthus, Ebion, aud the lite; on the Annota- 
tor verily believes. This alters the calc, and Cit- 
cumſtances would any Reader that Jrenews mcant 
10. 1 9 he does ot name the Prob 'he 
was of there, as genuine Presbyters arch, 

| bur  fach a7 were thanght by maxy to be ſo which Cha- 
racter of them the Enquirer was _ 
in the midſt of the firſt Comma he cites. Secondly , 
cauſe 7reneus introduces what he ſa of them, with = 
Terms of Diſtinction from the l | 
of before, who were ach. as bad ſucceſſion from the 


9 7 + Bug. p. 164. 
$ red Predorren ſerviunt ſuis ATT” 4. & c. ab OMe 
nibus talibus abſiſtere oportet. Jren, I. 4. c. 44. $1. 
I Qui vero crediti quidem ſunt a multis presbyteri, &c, Auro. Ni- | 
 evlaum, Cerinthum, Ebionem, et id genus hic atro Care | 
bone notari eriſtimo. Ad Iren, ubi ſupra, 
ui vero crediti quidem ſunt à multis pres sbyteri. 
E qui in Ecclefi4 ſunt presbyteris obaudire oportet, His qui ſue- 
| eeſſionem bent ab apoſtolis, et cum epiſcopatũs ſucceſſione chariſma 
veritatis certum fecundum placitum patris acceperunt, L. 4, c. 43, 
* vero crediti ſuns à multi, Oc. Ib. c. 44. $1. 
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ES which determines nothing, how 


* beregularly freed 


kee 


Ir Regler t 
Aalen che Es 
. fort. of Apoſtolical 


to cleave to; and nber warn'd him to + doit all - N 


N who a 7 of Leo that Succeſfe 

„ AS 8 or Sabiſinatiobs, or 

Fo thenſelues., ar elſe as ites who 
ter 


Fg on Pig 


e fe a ERS a arbiter 
as little Licence, to of any 
particular Church, or Para 2 it s you pleaſe d 


themlclves a Paſtar of 2beir ome 1 Authority and 


without the Aſſent of other Chris in the ſenſe it is pre- 


tended here, as the Afriaan Council itſelf did before ; and 


ſo far Treneys and that Council do agree, neither of them 


{4 gk FS +95 Right and Authority 10 "oy up 
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„ & daes ige talibus abſiſtere oportet, adhærere vero his qui 
Apoſtolorum (ſicut prediximus) doctrinam cuſtodiunt. 1b. cap. 44. 


+ Reliquos vero qui abſiſtunt a Principali ſucceſſione; et — 
loco colliguntur, ſuſpe&os habere, vel quaſi hæreticos et male ſenten- 


x, yd quaſi ſcindentes, et elatos, et ibi placentes; aut rurſus ut 
pocritas, quits * * vanæ . hoc Os Iren, 1b le | 


Teachers 


daf. 43. 


caſe, than that 
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| facto appar. ud» 
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at any time among; 
AN that rig men gem er th me Lang of Bott f | 
then cur nord Auer thaeghr be; die dhe te 36; 
TTT 
perceive very Quotation he gives us 

bene, which I ſhall tranſcribe in his own Tranſlatiom, to- 
gether with the Text itſelf; not only as the true ſenſe of 
the African Council and Feneus, but of the whole Pri- 
witive Church with them; in chis poi of Smd and. 
lan in any Miniſter of che Church of Cod. 
H * that hab a rare of his oe will 4 nt be ntl 


* —— 4m 
butt be mill releiue in —— 


therefore they 


not, for they Jay, and do mat - 1 — | 

is Co, and do the contrary. and fis upon-the 
i Lu 45 Kenihe or Phariſee : The Precept is 1 
. 
my wicked and ſiu- 


— Scribe et Phar i, — ied vobis dicunt 'audite = 
et facie ,. juxta autem opens illomm nolie facere, dicunt quippe t 
non faciunt: Iſte ſermo de me eſt, qui bana doceo, et contraria gero, 
et ſum ſedens ſupra cathedram Moyſi quaſi Scriba et Phariſæus; præ- 
3 eſt, © popule; — accufationem doctrinæ pef. 
ſimæ et alienorum ab eccleſia dogmatum , conſpexeris vero meam cul. 
pabitem yiram' atque peccata, ut non habeds, Jivta dicentis vitam tuam 


3 , ſed ea Kone dur loquor, Of. Homil, 7. in Ezechiel. 
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266 Arn Original Draught f 
He xx Origen muſt needt be underflood (as the learned 
| _— '* remarks upon him) to refirain the People from = 
Preſent Separation, till they had the Authority of 4 Synod for 
' doing fo 3 and can the African Council be faid to differ 
from ml in-rhis, when all they wrote u 
was in the particular cafe of the Spaniſp 
fuch a med hall already Ted al i. the ime 
manner that Origen would have it done? Or, duppotng 
Jo — 2 to this ſpecial caſe of Immorality, (whic 
8 you ſee, he did not) could he be ſaid to allow 
the People to provide another Biſhop for themſelves , of | 
3. and without the afſent of 0+ 
ther Churches, becauſe he ſaid they ſpould abſtain from the 
Joe? determining nothing for them which way they 
ſhould; be better provided for in the caſe, but plainly lea» 
them (as I obſerv'd before) to the nary Me- 
thods of the Church for that z which, as the 
owns (in this very place) was avouch'd by all to be this, 
That Synods did 5 all ſcandalous and criminal Biſhops 
and to underſtand it otherwiſe (in Origen's caſe, ſays he) 
was t0 contraditt all "other Writers beſides: Twere hard up- 
on renaus then, to ſay, he did not underſtand it ſo, who 
| ' had fo ſtrictly c all Chriſtians (as 8 
| juſt now) to keep cloſe to the Apo ſolical Succeſſion, to 
whom the certain Gift of Truth was ſo peculiarly be- 
queath'd, and to be ſo jealous of all others, who would 
meet any where, without to that. 

Ap thus the three Aut produced (I 
conceive) in this, that neither one nor t other juſtifie the 
People of any Church, to depriye or ſet up a Biſhop or 
Paſtor for ſelves of their own Power and Authority, 
in this laſt caſe of 4 wicked and ſcundalbus Lift; any more 
than the Catholick Practice of the a mans Church did 

in the greater ones of ns Ang. er itſelf, 71255 


have no where found was done; and ths] ſhall cloſe 
— — — — 0 —k—S§·—— 


ng. ib. p. 163. N 
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che material point of the jufifiable cauſes 'of Separation , Y 
and at the fame time the general Head of is laſt Chap. 
ter, . A W505 FRO 
Church. 


n the particular Survey, which has been t. 


vols; © i no nd KA} "x 


think) to know what Schiſm ic, and in every Diviſion of 
the Church, ho the Seb ante are, The learned En- 


„ differs veidely from the Primitive Cürckk 


je it, in the caſe of Nen-Eſlentiab ; but then he dif- 
fers little leſs from himſelf too; for all Kind of Impoſers 
in that caſe are Schiſmaticks of the higheſt Nature with 
him; he taxes them with Cruelty, Bram, Violation 1 
the Church's concord, and a great deal more, (beyond his 

uſual Temper ; )-and yet in his own. account of the Diſ- 
cipline of the'Primitive Church, be ſhews' us there was 
as much Impoſition of that Nature s'd then, as he 
can any where complain of, in any 


th very Day. For his Account of Primitive Provincial 
| Synods is this, * They were aſſembled (ſays he) among 5 
ther things, fer reſolving" all difficult Points that 
wound the Eſſentials of Religion; and what den Ne © 74 
ſolutions, bur ſo many Determinations one way or t'other. - 
what the Churches of the Provinces they d to 
ſhould believe, in ſuch Non- eſſential Matters as they 
conſider d and reſoly'd? eſpecially, ſince he farther adds, 
T that what they TY they decreed to be 0þ 15 
all the Faithful of thoſe Churches whom they repreſented, or 
all the Members — Now this Right of 

points in Eccleſiaſtical Councils, of reſd 


g and about them there, and requiring all 
the Churches they keep to, to acquieſce in ſuch Sy- 
do dical Determinations of them, is all the Impoſition, I 


hodox Church ar 


ſo 


. | P 


5 Propter m 


25 _ 5 
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2 
at in his Caſe wathont neflecting om the ſacred 
nods of t STI OE, in his own. manifoit Re- 


t.of them, r | 73 wel 47 v 
3 Tig 300 valible, eee 
| Opininathe Sappli the Venerdble e Cenſure (of 
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